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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed at studying an important aspect of Arabic lexicology which is the
Case of definition in the Mu‘jamu waseed dictionary, compiled by the Arabic Language
Academy in Cairo with a view to demonstrating the methods of definition adopted
therein, in addition to the division of those methods into some basic sub-methods which
include: Commentary by definition, identifying and explaining the semantic components,
explanation by Synonyms and antonyms etc, in addition to other supporting sub-methods
such as the use of illustrative examples, the use of explanations and images, among
others. However, the researcher has, in the cause of conducting this study, selected a
group of similar entries belonging to one indicative field indicating the relevance or
otherwise of the definition of these entries. He also discussed the flaws of some of the
methods in the Mu'jam. He adopts descriptive and analytical approach as he concentrates
mainly on the fourth edition of the Mu'jam published in 2004. However, the research has
further revealed the unambiguity of most of the definations that are based on the use of
explanations’ supporting\ sub- method as it also revealed the ambiguity of those that are
based otherwise and that has vividly appeared in the definations of the words that refer to
colors and movements.
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Longman Dictionary of contemporary English: 3

Black: The dark color of Night or coal.
Red: The color of blood or fire.
White: The color of milk, salt, and snow.(1)
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