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ABSTRACT

The Unmediated Narrated Language Within Grammarians'
before Sibawayh

This study aims at investigating unmediated listening to language
samples as practiced by some well-known Arab grammarians who
preceded Sibawayh. They are Isa bin Amr, Abu Amr bin al-Ala, and Al-
Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi. This study tackles this issue by investigating
their biographies and their achievements in the field of linguistics. It also
highlights their contributions to the field of standardizing Arabic through
listening to Bedouin informants. _

Thus, this research investigates this phase of language
standardization or the establishing of grammatical rules as it mainly relied
on an established practice which is "listening" to Bedouin informants. This
practice of consulting Bedouin informants suffers from some ambiguities,
yet it constitutes one of the missing links in Arabic grammar and syntax.
Therefore, this study has attempted to address and clarify such ambiguities
and confusions.

The study has concluded that the above-mentioned three linguists
and grammarians did not resort to Bedouin informants but to a limited
degree. This, however, does not correlate with their vast knowledge and
prolific writings in the field. Furthermore, this study has found that many
of the issues attributed to them and related to unmediated listening to
Bedouin informants violated the norms of classical Arabic language
codification and standardization. That is, they violated temporal and spatial
strictures and norms of language codification. Second, they listened to
some Bedouins living in urban areas.

Finally, this study has traced some inconsistencies in the image of the

Bedouin in language narratives. That is, this inage was based on the pure

Bedouin but some informants were Bedouins living in urban centers.

Keywords:  (Unmediated, Narrated Language, Grammarians

Sibawayh)
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