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Abstract

The Historical Novel Changes in Arabic Literature

This study discussed the historical novel changes in Arabic
literature in the form and content through its long progression since the
inception at the end of the nineteenth century up to the present era. This
was achieved through observing the productions of the early pioneers of
this art, stating the factors that pushed them to write about it and
showing the general characteristics that controlled their output which
represents the traditional trend of the historical novel. In addition, this
study focused on observing and monitoring the most important changes
that have taken place on the historical realistic novel that recall history to
be considered as an artistic mask in order to discuss the issues of the
nation and put appropriate solutions through recalling the past to the
present. Moreover, the study aimed at showing the most important
aspects of renovation associated with the emergence of the new Arabic
novel that employs history to present a comprehensive vision for the
universe and life by using a number of modern artistic techniques that
blend the past, present and future.

The researcher adopted the critical analysis of a number of
historical novels of different eras. The researcher compared between
these novels to identify the most important changes that have taken place
in the form and content.

The results of the study showed a close link between the historical
novel and the social, intellectual and political conditions of the Arab
world in the modern era. Moreover, the study indicated the diversity of
the historical references that inspired the novelists their fictional worlds
and how they dealt with these materials. The most important point in this
study is that it showed the great technical changes that occurred in the
elements of the narrative forms such as language, characters, time and
place especially those related to the new historical novel.
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