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Title of the Paper
The Agreement of the Verb with Its Subject in Number
Between Classical Arabic and Colloquial Egyptian:
A Contrastive Study
Abdo Zidan Ali Ahmed
Linguistics Department - Faculty of Education -
Mansoura University - Egypt
Email: abdouzidan62@mans.edu.eg
Abstract
The research summarizes one of the phenomena of Classical
Arabic, namely:
Usage of singular verbs with mentioned subjects; regardless of the
subject’s singularity, duality, or plurality. Usage of verb agreement
with its mentioned subjects in number (singular, dual, or plural),
i.e. suffixing the verb with a morpheme corresponding to the
subject’s number, i.e. suffixing the verb with either the dual

morpheme [a],[] <] if the subject number is dual, the plural
masculine morpheme [i] ,[ss]if the subject’s gender is masculine

and its number is plural, or the plural feminine morpheme [na][¢ s

if the subject’s gender is feminine and its number is plural. Both
variations are used in Quran, Hadith, and Classical Arabic poetry
and prose. Previous studies have tackled whether or not the second
usage is Classical Arabic standard, another standard form, or a non-
standard variation of Arabic. It has been settled that this usage is
Classical Arabic standard but it is an infrequent one. This second
usage however is frequently occurring in Colloquial Egyptian. But
are the two variations used in Colloquial Egyptian in the same
manner as in Classical Arabic, or are there differences? The paper
studies and compares the poems written by Ahmed Fouad Negm
through his Complete Works, First Edition, 2005, Merit Publishing
House, Cairo, and it concludes that Colloquial Egyptian poetry — as
seen in that body of work — showed a higher occurrence of the
second usage compared to the first. The poet mentioned a variety of
examples of the first usage but they were much less frequent than
the second. With regard to Classical Arabic, the first usage is the
frequent one. The second usage — the agreement of the verb with its
correspondent subject in number — is rare in number. The first
usage is more frequent, but in Colloquial Egyptian is quite rare.
The second usage in Colloquial Egyptian is more frequent than the
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first. It has been influenced by Colloguial Egyptian in its treatment
of dual subjects as plural. So, wherever the dual subject is in the
nominative case, its corresponding verb is suffixed with the plural
[masculine] morpheme and is written in the form of the second
usage. Again, the dual subject is exclusively ending with the [yaa

and noon] [osdlls W] even if it is in the nominative case, (the
inflection used in Classical Arabic for the nominative dual subject
is [aliph and noon] s <Y1]] and for the accusative and genitive

cases is [yaa and noon] [¢sdls « W] ). So in Colloquial Egyptian, the

verbs agreeing with their corresponding subjects (the second usage)
are exclusively suffixed with the masculine plural morpheme [i

sls], regardless of the duality, plurality, masculinity, or femininity

of their subjects, in contrast with Classical Arabic where the verbs
agree with the gender as well as the number of their corresponding
subject; being suffixed with [@ <], [@ 5], [na ¢s3] for masculine
or feminine dual subject, masculine plural subject, and feminine
plural subject respectively. Thus it is seen that the poet is observing
the Classical Arabic model and has not deviated from it other than
in his treatment of dual subjects as plural. In his treatment of the
present tense, verbs are suffixed with the masculine plural

morpheme [ s\s]-- as he exclusively uses them with the inflection

of the subjunctive and jussive modes [i], even if they are in the
indicative mood (which in Classical Arabic ends in [ina]), (e.g. ya-
qu-la, yas-ma-‘a, yub- qii). Using both variations in his works, it is
shown that the poet has knowledge of the Classical Arabic model,
and has benefited from it. Again, the poet shows that the Muslim
Arab conquerors who came to Egypt and settled in it had already
had both variations established in their linguistic usage. It also
shows that the poet has been influenced by Colloquial Egyptian in
that he has not observed the inflection of Classical Arabic.

Keywords: Match - Verb - Subject - Formal - Colloquial.
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