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The Articulation Disorders in Producing the Arabic /r/
Descriptive and Analytical Study

Ibtisam H. Jameel, Hana’a Nawwaf and Jehad Al-Arayfi*

ABSTRACT

This study is concerned with articulation disorders of the Arabic /r/ sound and it is presented in three sections: The
first one is the concept of misarticulation in general which is depicted in both the classical and modern linguists’
point of view. The second section focuses on the description (criteria) of the normally produced Arabic /r/. The
last section tackles the misarticulated /r/ in terms of its various kinds and forms (patterns).

A group of 132 subjects who suffer from (exhibit) difficulties producing the /r/ sound participated in the study.
They ranged in age from 6 to 25. All the subjects were monolingual and lived in Jordan. The speech samples were
collected from January 1. 2007 to May 30. 2008 at the Center of Phonetic and Research in the University of
Jordan, Amman, Jordan. According to the case histories and evaluation reports, the subjects did not have any
hearing, Language, Neurological, Anatomical, or physiological problems.

Keywords: Articulation Disorder, Normal /r/, Disordered /r/, Distortion, Substitution, Deletion.
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