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Metonymy: an attempt to understand its status in cognitive

linguistics
Saber Habacha
Abstract:

After a survey of its conventional concept. the present paper
will study the cognitive aspects of metonymy: shed light on as-
pects of its definition. categorize and analyze its properties. It
will in fact seek to draw the readers’ attention to various ways
of defining metonymy from traditional and cognitive perspec-
tives. It will also study the most important types of metonymy
and present methods of analyzing and treating it using differ-
ent tools. both traditional and cognitive. An attempt will also be
made to differentiate between the properties of metonymy in
each conception. The relationship of metonymy with other se-
mantic phenomena. such as polysemy. and its status in other re-
search disciplines. like discourse analysis. will also be discussed.
The final aim will be to draw a critical view of the status of me-
tonymy in cognitive linguistics.

Key words: Metonymy — Cognitive linguistics — Metaphor —
Contiguity — Metalepsis — Mental trope.
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