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Abstract

This paper entitled “?an and its Relationship to Control:
A Movement Account or PRO Agree?”, examines the rela-
tion between ?an and control in Standard Arabic within the
framework of the Minimalist Program (Chomsky (2001 et
seq.)). To this end, we will question, following Greshler et
al. (2017) and Habib (2009), Landau’s (2000) proposal that
there is a strict distinction between obligatory control predi-
cates and no-control predicates. Unlike many authors (Soltan
(2007), Musabahien (2008), Ahmed (2016) among others)), we
demonstrate that ?an is not a complementizer element, but
a functional particle, merged in head, MoodP. With regard to
the Movement Theory of Control (MTC) (Hornstein (1999 et
seq.), we present theoretical and empirical arguments against
Hornstein’ claim. In contrast, we propose an Agree-based
analysis (Chomsky 2001) between PRO and its antecedent in
a manner similar to reflexive binding as suggested in Hein-
at (2008), this assumption states that there are two types of
null pronouns; obligatory control contains PRO with unvalued
case and ®-features; whereas non-obligatory control derives
disjoint reference through pro with valued ®-features and un-

valued case feature like any DPs.
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