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Abstract
Repetition in the Poetry of Abi Tammam
Ahmad Mohammad Al- Mseidin
Mu'tah University, 2017

Repetition is one of the stylistic phenomena that
reveals the psychological and conceptual dimensions of
understanding a literary text. Poets consider it as a way of
expressing their sentiments, feelings, sensations and
thoughts. This phenomenon, therefore, has spread among
poets and literary figures to the extent that almost all literary
text types employ it whether in prose or poetic form.

In the first chapter, the study tackles parallelism in the
poetry of Abi Tammam. It divides parallelism into phonetic
parallelism, which includes: the alphabets, prepositions,
interrogative and vocative letters and letters of the poetic
stanza. Another aspect of parallelism is morphological which
includes: morphological and syntactic formulae, leonine
rhyme, isocolon, corresponding parallelism, scansion, and
rhyme.

In the second chapter, the study deals with verbal
parallelism which includes: repeating a word horizontally
and vertically. Some of the forms of this type include:
equivoque, antithesis, epanalepsis, epizeuxis, adjacency,
epanastrophe, embellishing and chiasmus. The chapter also
includes the use of epanaphora, epistrophe and repetition of
names, places, and images such as the image of fire and
different other physical and colour images.

The third chapter addresses topic or thematic repetition.
It sheds light into the Ubi sunt motif lamenting the beloved,
the remains of houses and places of residence and scenes of
farewell and departure. It also studies the poetic openings
discussing grey hair appearance as an indicator of ageing
and love poetry. It depicts the image of women, lengthy
nights, the camel, the horse, rain, time and spring with

&l



particular focus on the images of the dew, groves, birds,
flowers and fruit.

Chapter four endeavors to further explore repetition
motives; psychological in particular, such as: the desire to
mention the name of the beloved, the psychological
interpretation of standing upon the ruins, anxiety, stress,
sorrow, sighs and burning desire and sarcasm.

The chapter studies the rhythmic motives which
include: external and internal beat. It also studies the
emphatic motives which include the connotations and
denotations of words and the intellectual motives which
focus on the play with words, accuracy and different literary
figures of speech.  Finally, the chapter tackles the
connotative motives which include the vision of the poet
regarding some related issues.
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