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Abstract
The Artistic Structure in the Novels of Mu’nis Al-Razaz
By: Nawal Ahmad Ismail Masa’deh
Supervisor: Professor Shukri A. Madi

Mu’nis Al-Razaz became one of the modern voices among the Arab
novelists during the 1980°’s. He is the product of a society of
contradictions, worn and disintegrated, which previously made Tayseer
Al-Sbool, the founder of the new novel in Jordan, became a literary
phenomenon, and his novels became a landinark in the Arab novels.

Al-Razaz is a distinguished writer, as he is the most productive and
mature novelist in Jordan. He has published twelve novels within fifteen
years.

In his novels, the artistic structure is the most obvious phenomenon.
It is distinguished as a bonding structure, which reveals his attempt to
reach a new novelistic structure within a net of relations, interactions, and
blends, called the new novel, modern novel or experimental novel.

What raised my curiosity to study the novels of Mu’nis Al-Razaz are
the questions that these novels ask:

- What is the artistic structure of Mu’nis Al-Razaz’s novels?
- What are the elements that contributed to this structure?

- What are his narrative techniques?

- What is the significance of this structure?

The phenomenon under study necessitates the decision of the
research into the following chapters:

Chapter One: The artistic structure in the novel, where I discuss two
parts: First, the traditional structure in terms of its nature, value, attributes
and meaning. Second, the new structure based on deliberate fragmentation
and disintegration, its meaning and its aim which is to motivate and
perplex the reader.

Chapter Two: The artistic structure in Al-Razaz’s novels. The main
trait in the research 1s fragmentation, disintegration, reflection,
contradiction, and a rebellion against the traditional novel. Logical
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boundaries and limits in elements and relationships are absent. Absence of
netted plot, incidents scattered, time and places overlapped and intersected
and concept of the character changed into spectrums and symbols.

But, there are different styles and structures in his novels, that
accommodate his individual artistic vision.

Chapter Three: Deals with the sources of his novels’ structures,
starting from his creativity, Arab novels, old Arab tradition and foreign
culture. This study concludes that the structure of his novels reflects his
personal philosophy, and uncertainty of this world. The general style is
disintegration and fragmentation..

But there are some other lines and tracks or structures that overlap in
a single novel, as he employed it to support the general structure in order
to free himself from stereotypical writing and, in order to develop, renew
and to get rd of single ideas and interpretations, 1.e., growing, generating,
argumentation and symbolic structures.

The study also revealed the technical sources that affected his novels
both in terms of form and conteni. I started with his personal political
experience which his family experienced during a period that witnessed a
liberal national evolution, and  suffered bitterness of life, which
consequently disturbed his balance and was reflected on his novels.

All aspects of tradition played a big role int his novels, where he got
his inspiration from, and re-framed it in a way suitable to the new
discourse with its rich meanings and symbols which he used to
contentualize the artistic structure of his novels, to emphasize that tradition
is of frequent formulation and existence.

His “Stream of Consciousness” novel and the “New Novel” are

considered a major source of inspiration of modern techniques and
structures.

It is worth mentioning that he employed these sources inside text in
order to highlight the general disintegration of structure.

The openness of the novelistic text through establishing dialogues
with other texts (in form and content) embody Al-Razaz’s liberation from
the tradition and his ability to create new structures  with new
consciousness and vision.
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