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Abstract:

This study is rooted in one of the most significant dualities in grammatical
studies: the duality of the norm and departure from norm. It examines the
parameters associated with this duality and the precedence given to the
norm over departure from norm in the discourse of grammarians. The study
investigates whether it is permissible to analogize cases where departure
from norm prevails over the norm. Specifically, it highlights instances of
departure or deviation from the norm in the grammatical category of the
circumstantial adverb (hal), a topic of considerable importance given the
diversity of its applications and the abundance of its rules. This research,
titled Departure of the Circumstantial Adverb and Its Referent from the
Norm, draws on examples from the Mu‘allagat—the ten pre-Islamic Arabic
odes—to substantiate its arguments. The preface elucidates the concepts of
the norm and departure from norm. The research explores various cases of
departure from the norm, including instances where a circumstantial adverb
is inseparable from its subject, nominal that is not derived from a verb,
infinitival, definite, a clause, or a phrase. It also examines cases where the
referent of a circumstantial adverb 1s an indefinite noun, whether its
indefiniteness is with justification or not. This study concludes with several
significant findings, such as the following. A circumstantial adverb can be
both inseparable and separable, although the latter is more common. For
this reason, Ibn Malik noted that the usage of separable circumstantial
adverbs is predominant in Arab linguistic tradition, contrary to the claims
of some grammarians that it is required that a circumstantial adverb is
separable. The occurrence of an indefinite infinitive as a circumstantial
adverb is a form of metaphorical usage and extension, as evidenced by the
numerous attested examples in the Arabic corpus, which justify analogical
reasoning in similar cases. This aligns with Ibn Jinni’s assertion that
departure from the norm may become so widespread that it supersedes the
norm. Elaborating on this issue in his book Al-Khasa’is, Ibn Jinn1 dedicated
a chapter titled The Supremacy of departure of the norm over the norm.
Departure from the norm does not necessarily imply anomaly or infrequent
usage but rather indicates that such constructions are attested in Arabic,
even if they fall outside the framework of traditional grammatical rules.

Keywords: Grammar, Deviation from the norm, Circumstantial Adverb,
Referent, Norm, Departure from the norm.
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