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English Abstract
Narration in Arabic Novelistic Autobiography:
Structure, Technique and Type
By:
Fayez Salah Athamneh

Supervisor:
Prof. Dr. Nabeel Haddad
The present study aimed at investigating narration and its importance in a
selected sample of Arabic novelistic autobiography from modern Arabic
literature in terms of structure, technique and type. The researcher
attempted to analyze this selected sample of texts in terms of their generic
structure, characters and their implications. It was shown that the issues
related to this topic tackled by previous researchers can be considered a
sort of original contribution in revealing the innovation in the structure and
content of novelistic autobiography. Taking into account the other relevant
theoretical frameworks of analysis such as the psychological and the
literary as well as the structural approaches, the researcher adopted an
approach based on examining the writers’ autobiography texts, focusing
mainly on the social and psychological factors that relate narration to
novelistic autobiography writing to investigate in depth the writes’
psychology. The analysis of these written works revealed two types of
narrators in this discourse type: the first person singular (/), and the first
person plural (We) narrators that reflect the addressor’s feeling and
awareness of his/her social context. Throughout this applied study, it was
revealed that the writes of these text types tend to employ certain literary
items and genres to retrieve the past actions and memories. The researcher
concludes that, when reading this type of literary work (i.e. the novelistic
autobiography texts), the reader’s role is to focus on the text’s different
meanings, and interpretations, as well as on its hermeneutics in order to

figure out the writer’s particular intention.
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