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Palestinian Political Discourse in the Light of Modern Linguistics-Yasser Arafat

Speeches Model
By: Nida’a Al-Lahham
Subervisor: Dr. Hani Al-Battat
Abstract:

This study investigates the language of Palestinian political discourse by analyzing
the political speeches of the late President Yasser Arafat in light of the Text

linguistics and Theory of Communication.

The preface introduced a definition of Discourse in both Arabic and Western cultures
followed by an explanation of the concept of political discourse and the complexities
of the Palestinian political discourse in particular. It also shed light on the
mechanisms of analysis of political discourse.

The first chapter, in both of its sections: theoretical and applied, concentrated on a

study of the Palestinian political discourse based on the theory of

Communication. The first section reviewed the theoretical aspect of the theory of
Communication through an explanation of its concept, establishment, elements and

means of implementation.

As for the second section, it dealt with the applied aspect of the study by analyzing
the speeches of President Yasser Arafat based on the Theory of Communication; it
applied on these speeches the elements of this theory namely, sender, recipient, time

, place content and goal of speech.

The second chapter, with it theoretical and applied sections, was focused on an
analysis of the speeches of President Yasser Arafat based on the Text Linguistics; it
elaborated on the concept of text in both Arabic and Western cultures; it also
discussed the concept of text syntax, its connection with sentence syntax and their

dissimilarities.
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The applied aspect in this chapter analyzed the speeches of President Yasser Arafat
based on the linguistic levels in its linguistic analysis. These levels in this study

were as follows:

e Morphological level: It analyzed the verbs, nouns, pronouns, abstract nouns
and derivations in the speeches of President Yasser Arafat.

e Syntactic level: It investigated the classification of sentences in the political
discourse of President Yasser Arafat. With regard to internal structure, they
were divided into long sentences and short sentences. As for stability and
transformation, they were divided into verbal and nominal sentences.

e Pragmatic (Semantic) level: It highlighted the semantic significances at the
level of long and short semantic structures.

e Rhetorical level: It studied the different rhetorical forms in the political
speeches of President Yasser Arafat. They were classified into: manifestations
of Rhetoric, Semantics, Pragmatics and linguistics in the speeches of President
Yasser Arafat.

e Acoustics level: It studied the repetition, intonation, pitch, lapse, pause,
interval and nonverbal language as seen and heard in the audible speeches of

President Yasser Arafat.

The third chapter consisting of three aspects of the study based on audio and viewing
speeches; as it studied on the first side the linguistic phenomena in the letters of Yasser
Arafat; worked on analyzing the phenomena of duality and bilingualism and the use of
abbreviations and linguistic overlap in his rhetoric. The second aspect studied the
manifestations of phonology in letters of Yasser Arafat; as | worked on analysis the
repetition phenomena , Naber , toning , pause , stroke and break. The third aspect studied
the body language at Yasser Arafat; as | worked on to clarify the concept of body
language, and analysis Arafat's body signals depending on the viewing his speeches, from

the hands , head , facial and foot signals .

The second chapter focused on the use of different elements of the linguistic level as
exemplified in the speeches of the late President without including all the specialized

elements in each level.
The study conclusion pointed out the main results and recommendations.
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