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In the Name of Allah, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful

The Role of Context in the Disambiguation
of Homonymous Words in the Holy Qur'an

Khusama M. Al-Isa, PhD
Assistant professor, Department of Islamic Studies
College of Arts, King Faisal University
Al-Ahsa, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This research work follows a systematic approach based on
studying one rule of explication; the rule of context, and its role in
revealing the intended meaning of homonymous words in the Holy
Qur'an, a subject on which many exegesists disagree. The reason of
this disagreement is the ambiguity that surrounds homonymous words,
which accept adding new meanings to them.

It seeks to highlight the influence of contextual connotation in
distinguishing between the meanings of homonymous words, aiming at
explaining the textual unity of Stringing Theory (a theory that deals with the
way words relate to one another in a sentence), and preferring one meaning
over the others. This can be grasped through the comprehensive context that
includes what precedes the Qur'anic verse and what follows it, as well as the
overall context of the Holy Qur'an, because there is no better evidence in
interpreting the Qur'an than the Holy Qur'an itself. Based on this theory, this
research focuses on the applied dimension in the process of disambiguating
homonymous words in the Holy Qur'an, explaining that the role of context is
not limited to revealing the true meaning. Indeed, context plays another
significant role; favoring a single meaning out of many possibilities of
homonymous words in the Holy Qur'an. It recommends a meaning that fits in
a specific context, and downgrades or disregards the rest all together.

It reveals how much the Science of Qur'anic explication needs to
organize its content and regulate its methodology, and thus, it
overcomes all obstacles in its way towards development and progress
of the science of Qur'an explication by adopting a scientific method
based on taking the whole context of the Holy Qur'an into

consideration.
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