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Effects of Semantic on The Grammatical Adduced
Evidence in Ibn Alhajib's book
'Al-ldah Fi Sharh Al-Mufassal’

Authored by

Fares Nasser Alsubaiei

Abstract

The present study explores the impact of meaning in directing lbn Al Hajib’s explanatory
evidence. It mainly focuses on the grammatical evidence which allows for different
interpretations of case endings involving either an example with multiple markers, or the union
of case endings with one marker. In such examples, the semantic evidence is used to weigh in
favor of a particular interpretation. In fact, meaning can strengthen a particular case, or favors
a less powerful one, or excludes a third one considered as flawed and hence cannot be used as
valid evidence.

The study adopts a precise approach in choosing the evidence that bears more than one
interpretation which is then critically scrutinized allowing for meaning to either accept or reject
it.

The research concludes that Ibn Al Hajib was very much interested in the impact of meaning
on case endings. Most of the evidence he used was drawn from the Holy Koran, especially in
respect to different case markers of the Present Tense (al-mudari). It is obvious that most of the
evidence he favored was influenced by the meaning as he mostly relied on it to explain case
endings rather than the other way round. In fact, lbn Al Hajib resorted more often to
interpretations to decide on matters related to case endings. The research also highlights the
significant role meaning plays in language since everything revolves around it.
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