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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

May Elian Ahmar for Masters of Arts
Major: Arabic Literature and Language

Title: Hysteron-Proteron in Grammar and Rhetorics

The question of hysteron and proteron is one of the basic issues which the Arab
grammarians were interested in, as part of their interest in the Arabic structure. As early
as Sibawayhi (d. 180 A.H./ 796 A D.), this interest was evident in grammatical analysis.
The grammarians usually try to justify preposed and postposed parts of the sentence by
reference to both meaning and formal considerations, but tend sometimes to ignore the
meaning for the sake of justifying a syntactical necessity. Sibawayhi had important
remarks on the issue of hysteron -proteron, scattered in his book “al Kitab”. These
remarks show the view of the “founder of Arabic grammar” regarding word order.

On the other hand, rhetoricians were solely interested in meaning as the arbiter
in such cases. This caused the works on rhetoric to be far superior to grammatical works
with respect to the analysis of meaning rather than structure as such. The views of the
rhetoricians is presented, especially, through the book of Gurgani on the inimitability of
the Qoran: “Dala’il el I’jaz”, where he stresses the importance of the meaning in
determining the correct usage of a certain sentence.

Using both the views of Sibawayhi and those of Gurgani on the issue of
hysteron-proteron, a comparison is made on the method each of the two disciplines, of
syntax and rhetoric, use in determining the acceptability of a sentence.
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