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Abstract

AL-khashashneh, Asmaa. The Syntactical and Structural Optimality
in Quranic Successive Recitations (Al-Qira'at Al-Mutawatirh). PhD.
Thesis, Yarmouk University. (2018). Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Yahia

Ababneh.

The optimality theory is considered a well-developed and modern
one for transformational-generative grammar theory. In fact, it deals with
all language aspects according to preference criteria whereby the linguistic
conditions are categorized form the most optimal one to the least optimal
one. Accordingly, the prime concern of such a theory is to look for the

most grammatical optimal structure.

The researcher seeks to apply this theory on various samples from
Mutawatir Readings (readings transmitted by so many trustworthy persons
as to be beyond doubt) to expose them to some grammatical rules in order
to see if a structure conforms to the structural optimality or not. In case a
structure conforms to the linguistic rules, it means that it achieves the
optimal grammaticality in the sense that it dominates other linguistic

structural patterns.

The nature of current study involves to have an introduction to
elucidate the topic, reasons behind choosing it, methodology, review of

related literature, and preamble that includes the theoretical background as
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to shed some light upon the Optimality Theory. The introductory part also
provides a definition for Mutawdtir Readings as well as their conditions.
Moreover, four chapters form the body of this research to highlight the
linguistic patterns of Mutawdtir Readings with respect to complements of
predicate process, structures and grammaticality optimality in ‘followers’
topic, and variety of structural usages of dative case and the relation of
genitive case in Mutawatir Readings. Finally, this study has a conclusion to
show the main results and recommendations that this study has come up

with.

It 1s worth noting here that the researcher has adopted the descriptive
analytical approach in her study. Specifically, she has collected many
Mutawatir Quranic verses then exposes them to some grammatical aspects
organised in tables and if a pattern meets the structural optimality, it would
achieve the grammatical preference. Accordingly, one might claim that
such a process of grammaticality is the main criterion according to which

we judge the optimality.

Keywords: Optimality Theory, Quranic Readings, predicate relations,

complements of predicate process, usage preference.
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