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98 (o Iz el Jpual 3 Tamall ) -1
2 - Dictionnaire de linguistique et des sciences du langage, sous la direction
de Jean Dubois, Larousse 1994, pp. 151-152.
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5 - Dictionnaire encyclopédique de pragmatique, Jacques Moeschler et Anne
Reboul, Seuil, 1994, p.p. 17-18.
6 - Philippe Blanchet, La pragmatique d’Austin & Goffman, Bertrand
Lacoste, Paris, 1995, p. 9.

7 - Catherine Kerbrat - Orecchioni, L’énonciation de la subjectivité dans le
langage, Armand Colin Editeur Paris 1980.
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Analyse du discours de lariposte féminine a
I'insulte dans un contexte algérien

Mme Fatma Zohra Mebtouche-Nedjali
Université de Tizi Ouzou

Introduction

L’insulte est considérée dans plusieurs cultures comme un
empietement territorial de I'autre, selon le rituel d’interaction
et la théorie de la politesse de E .GOFFMAN. Sa perception dans
la culture algérienne, en général, et kabyle, en particulier, est
régie par le code de I’honneur, qui reste encore en vigueur pour
un bon nombre de personnes. Notre objectif est de tenter
d’identifier les tenants et les aboutissants de I'insulte et de la
riposte chez la femme kabyle. Pour ce faire, nous avons opté
pour une approche pluridisciplinaire afin d’analyser les données
du terrain quantitativement et qualitativement .Notre
échantillon est composé d’informatrices résidant dans les
wilayas de Boumerdes et de Tizi-Ouzou .

Celles-ci sont des multilingues et parlent le Kabyle,
I'algérien et le francais. Ces dernieres seraient, dorénavant,
désignées respectivement par (K,A,F).Par ailleurs, deux variables
(age (20-34 /35-55ans) et niveau d’instruction (universitaire
/non universitaire)ont été mises en ouvre pour analyser
guantitativement le corpus. Quant a I'analyse qualitative, nous
lui avions appliqué les outils de I'analyse du discours (AD)
faisant appel aux embrayeurs du discours de Maingueneau, a la
sociologie de Bourdieu, P., a la fonction de I'alternance codique,
d'une part, et a l'approche interprétative contextuelle de
Gumperz, d’autre part, en plus de la théorie pragmatique
d’Austin qui est le cadre théorique principal dans lequel I'insulte
est posée comme un acte de langage. Nous présenterons donc :

-Le cadre théorique



-L’analyse quantitative
-L’analyse qualitative

| Préliminaires s théoriques de I'insulte /riposte

l.1. I'Insulte dans la théorie des actes de langage, selon
Austin

Nous prenons le langage en tant que véhicule de rapports
et usages sociaux, qui tiennent compte des facteurs
sociolinguistiques de l'acte de parole, qu’il nous faut définir
dans ses deux aspects: "force illocutionnaire” et “effet
perlocutionnaire”, tel que le philosophe anglais, Austin,' les
explique dans la théorie pragmatique.

AUSTIN considére que tout acte de discours est un
performatif.” L’acte de perlocution produit du fait de dire, un
effet « conformément & une convention." Pour appliquer la
théorie d'Austin a I'insulte, il faudrait poser cette derniére en
tant qu'acte de parole. La force illocutionnaire de I'acte
d'injurier, provoque un effet de perlocution, traduit par une
irritation, voire une humiliation chez l'interlocuteur. C’est dans
cette optique gu’il faut admettre que « des noms comme idiot
salaud etc...seraient des performatifs de [linsulte », écrit
RUWET.* Nous nous intéressons & la relation insultant/insulté,
qui sous-tend les attitudes relatives a I'offense/la riposte.

.2 La relation insultant/insulté

Premierement, l'injure en tant qu'acte de parole
conjecture un préposé commun, entre l'insultant et I'insulté.
BOURDIEU précise :

"La valeur de vérité de l'insulte dépend autant du
destinateur (D1), que du destinataire (D2.) L'insulte ne doit sa
valeur de vérité qu'au fait que D2, par un double mouvement de

compréhension et de réaction, devient un sujet insulté".”
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A titre illustratif, lacte d’injurier est décrit
métaphoriquement en A par le verbe ‘arrah™ (il I'a dénudé), et
en K, par «yeq$rit» (il I'a épluché= il I'a dépouillé (de son
honneur, s’entend.) Les deux verbes renvoient aux actes de
dénuder /éplucher. Toutefois, I'aspect polysémique de ces
énoncés a nécessairement besoin d’un préposé commun entre
L1 et L2, qui consiste a considérer ces deux énoncés comme
synonymes de « déshonorer » ou «d’humilier », d’'une part, et
de la présence de l'intention de L1, d’insulter L2, d’autre part,
pour agir en tant gu’acte performatif de l'insulte. Il est possible
d’avancer, en outre, que la matérialité de I'offense de I'insulte,
se meut, entre autres, du fait détre percue comme un
empiétement territorial de la part de L2. L'acte de l'insulte
transgresse les limites de distance dictées par les convenances
sociales, qui sont nécessaires au maintien du respect entre les
individus d'une communauté donnée. C’est pourquoi, l'acte
d’injurier, en A, est décrit parfois, soit en tant qu’acte
illocutionnaire, comme dans « ‘arrah» qui insiste sur I'action de
dénuder, soit en tant qu’effet perlocutionnaire, traduit par
I’énoncé figé, « kessar el Horma» (transgresser les limites du
respect), qui renvoie a I'offense d’une personne, souffrant d’un
manque de respect, en tant que conséquence de I'insulte.
L'insulte se situe, alors, a I'opposé des regles de la politesse
prescrivant les comportements verbaux et para verbaux entre le
locuteur et I'interlocuteur.

Deuxiemement, l'injure pronostique aussi des rapports
hiérarchisés en termes de Iégitimité /exclusion, ou
dominants/dominés, autrement dit, [insulte, peut étre
considérée comme faisant partie des « actes d'autorité » qui ne
peuvent étre proférés que par les ayants droit, écrit,
BENVENISTE, E .°
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D’autre part, BOURDIEU relie I'insulte & la théorie du
monde social. Elle appartient, comme la nomination, aux actes
d’institution ou de destitution. Elle signifie que 'insulté est, soit
en marge des régles de la société, soit qu’il doit s’y conformer.’
Par ailleurs, la quintessence de l'offense de linsulte tire son
sens, de par son aspect calomnieux .Un aphorisme de Parerga
explicite que la calomnie n'a pas un fondement réel :

"L’'injure, la simple insulte, est une calomnie sommaire,
sans indication de motifs.(...) Il est de fait que celui qui injurie n'a
rien de réel ni de vrai a produire contre l'autre, sans quoi il
I'énoncerait comme prémisses et abandonnerait tranquillement,
a ceux qui I'écoutent, le soin de tirer la conclusion; mais au
contraire, il donne la conclusion et omet de fournir les
prémisses".?

Quelle soit une calomnie ou pas, I'insulte vise a offenser
L2, et présuppose une riposte de la part de ce dernier. Il s’agit
pour nous de chercher a savoir comment les études
anthropologiques, en relation avec les criteres de I'ethos de
I’lhonneur dans la société kabyle, catégorisent la dyade insulte
/riposte, qui vont déterminer les attitudes de nos informatrices.

.3 L’offense/la riposte

Les réserves émises a I'égard du fait de riposter /ne pas
riposter, dépendent en général de la relation entre L1 et L2. Le code
éthique stipule, que la riposte, ne peut se réaliser qu’entre deux
personnes égales. Le non-respect de cette loi, expose I'une des
deux personnes a I'humiliation, qui peut étre matérialisée, soit par
une capitalisation devant une personne plus forte physiquement/
socialement, soit par un abus, laxHogra», a I'encontre de
guelqu’un d’inférieur. BOURDIEU en détaille I'essence :

"(...)Seul un défi ou une offense lancé par un homme égal
en honneur mérite d'étre releve: autrement dit, pour qu'il y ait
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défi, il faut que celui qui le recoit estime celui qui le lance digne
de le lancer".?

L'honneur exige donc que l'affront se réalise entre deux
personnes "égales"”. Le principe de I'égalité peut étre défini dans
cette recherche en fonction du genre et de I'age, étant donné que
la question (I1.2.1) vise a élucider comment les informatrices de
notre corpus ripostent, quand un enfant, une femme, ou un
homme leur manque de respect, en les insultant, dans la rue. En
corrélation avec les données citées ci-dessus, nous pouvons
prédire que la riposte a un enfant serait vue comme un abus, en
termes de « Hogra », due a I'inégalité des ages. En revanche, la
riposte a un homme exposerait I'insultante au risque d’une
sanction, pour inégalité des forces. Aussi, la riposte a une femme
serait la seule perspective, susceptible d’étre envisagée, selon les
criteres du code de I'honneur kabyle. Cependant, quand bien
méme la riposte a une offense s’inscrirait dans une attitude
réactionnelle légitime, en tant qu’action d’auto- défense, la
sagesse populaire dicte I'évitement, écrit BOURDIEU. Cette
attitude est communément appelée en kabyle «le coup du
mépris», traduit en substance par « le laisser aboyer jusqu’a ce
qu’il s’en lasse.»™® Répondre par le silence reléverait du principe ce
que KERBRAT-ORECCHIONI appelle une « loi de décence » ou une
«loi de prudence » pour sauver sa face, ce qui ne signifie pas
une dégradation de soi, mais au contraire c’est une autre maniere
d’exprimer son mépris a I’Autre. Il signifie que la personne insultée
se sent supérieure a l'insultante. Ainsi, I'évitement de la part de L2
est une riposte euphémique pour sauvegarder sa face
narcissique,”* au lieu de s’avilir en répondant a L1. Afin de
comprendre I'attitude du silence, comme une modalité distinctive
entre les principes de supériorité/infériorité, il est nécessaire de
décoder la représentation négative du registre de linsulte, par
rapport au vulgaire de son contenu, et par ricochet, par rapport au
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statut de I'insultant. Par exemple, la division sociale, en Afrique du
nord, se fait a partir de certains métiers, vus comme inférieurs, tel
gue les bergers, chez les pastoraux, d'ou la nomination du langage
vulgaire par «hadrat erra'yan»'(le parler des bergers).® Les
insultes renvoyant, & «erra'i» (le berger), signifient, «ignare,
rustre; ou métonymique 'loqueteuse », confirme
H.MELIANI.*Celui-ci rapporte aussi, que seuls les hommes et les
prostituées en abusent. Par ailleurs, le sociolinguiste LABOV*
insiste que l'injure est, dans différentes cultures, bannie du
langage prestigieux, et notamment, de celui des femmes. En
outre, TRUDGILL, ® illustre I'idée idoine dans la société anglaise.

Il Analyse du corpus

Il. 1 Etude quantitative, selon la variable &ge et niveau de
I'insulte /la riposte

La question est de portée générale. Elle vise a vérifier si la
riposte a l'insulte est percue comme un tabou linguistique ou
pas en fonction du genre de linterlocuteur .Elle a été est
formulée ainsi:

Insultez vous quelqu'un qui vous a manqué de respect
danslaruesic'estun:

Enfant  OUI[ ] NON ]
Femme  OUI[ ] NON []
Homme  OUI[T] NON []

Tableau 1: L’insulte /la riposte par rapport au genre de
I'interlocuteur, selon la variable age

Age riposteraun | riposteraune | Riposteraun
enfant femme homme

Oui |[Non | SR | Qui | non [SR| oui | non | SR

20-34ans |20 |77 |3 |42 |56 |2 |34 |64 2

35-55ans |15 81 |4 |26 |70 4 |26 |70 |4

Total% 175 (79 351|134 63 3 |36 |67 |3
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Tableau 2 : L’insulte /la riposte par rapport au genre de
I'interlocuteur, selon la variable niveau
Niveau Insulter un | Insulter une | Insulter un

enfant femme homme
oui |non [SR|oui |Non| SR |Oui|non |SR
Universitaire 19 |79 |2 |33 |64 |3 |29 |70 |1
Non universitaire |19 |78 |3 |39 |58 |3 |29 |68 |3

1.2 Commentaire des résultats, selon la variable age

La variable age confirme le tabou de la riposte a I'insulte,
guel que soit le genre de L2. Les résultats sur le total de
I’échantillon pour les items a, b et ¢ sont les suivants:

(79%non, 17.5%oui), (63 %non, 34%oui), et (67%non,
36%oui) et 3SR%) pour chaque item. Quant a la distribution par
tranche d’age, les informatrices de 20-34 ans ne ripostent pas par
ordre décroissant a un enfant & un homme, et a une femme. Par
contre, les informatrices de 35-55ans ne semblent pas distinguer
entre une femme et un homme, en marquant un taux idoine pour
tous les deux. Des lors, il est possible de déduire que la maturité
de I'dge renverse I'étiquette du code éthique. Celui-ci réglemente
la riposte entre deux personnes par rapport a I'égalité statutaire,
selon I'étude ethnologique de la Kabylie de BOURDIEU citée supra.
L’age avancé genere donc un processus libérateur en matiére de
riposte non distinctif entre une femme et un homme. Alors que
I'évitement de la riposte a I'encontre d’un enfant est classé aussi
en premiére position a I'instar des plus jeunes.

Les informatrices de 20-34 ans ne marquent pas donc le
méme taux pour une femme ou pour un homme. Il est plus aisé
pour elles de riposter a la premiére qu’au second. Ceci implique
que I’écart de distance entre les hommes et les femmes est plus
ressenti par les jeunes.

Par ailleurs, si nous tenons compte du décodage des
réponses positives, nous remarguerons une nette distinction




12

entre les deux fourchettes d’age par rapport aux trois items. Les
plus jeunes sont moins génées a riposter a I'insulte, comparées
aux plus agées, qui observent un peu plus de tension
linguistique, vu la différence des points pour les trois items,
(tableau 17)

L’analyse par niveau semble confirmer les mémes
attitudes dans leur forme.

I1.3 Commentaire des résultats par niveau

La variable niveau d’instruction reconduit les attitudes
analogues a celles identifiées par la variable age. Les universitaires
et les non universitaires ne ripostent pas respectivement, a un
enfant a un homme, et a une femme. La représentation du tabou
de la riposte est un peu plus marquée, chez les universitaires, au
regard des points des réponses négatives. Les résultats du
questionnaire confirment I'adhésion au code de I’honneur kabyle
dictant la réserve et prohibant la riposte en regle générale, sauf
entre les personnes égales sur le plan statutaire.

Ceci revient a dire que le niveau d’instruction est un
facteur de réserve et de distance. Il déclenche donc une tension
linguistiqgue qui peut étre amalgamée a un conformisme aux
schemes de la norme sociale traditionnelle.

Toutefois I'’étude du terrain démontre que le tabou de la
riposte a I'insulte, méme quand L2 est une femme, demeure
prégnant, étant donné que les informatrices privilégient
I’évitement traduit par le silence auquel nous y reviendrons
dans I'analyse sociolinguistique.

I1. ANALYSE QUALITATIVE

l1l. 1 Pudeur /prudence a I’égard de la riposte

Considérons le corpus

1-« non je ne réponds pas. »

2-« Je ne veux pas me rabaisser a son niveau. Je lui
réponds par le silence. Kayan rabbi. .» (Dieu existe)
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3-« C’est une maniéere plus humiliante pour lui /elle si je ne
me rabaisse pas a son niveau pour lui répondre.

4- Je lui réponds par le silence. »

5- «Non, je ne réponds pas. J'ai peur gu’il ne me balafre. Il
peut étre drogue. »

6- «Quand c’est un homme,. Je fais semblant de n’avoir
rien entendu et je continue mon chemin. »

7- « Je n’ai jamais été exposée a une situation d’insulte. »

8- « Les insultes ne me touchent pas, car je ne suis pas ce
gu’elles insinuent. Alors je ne leur réponds pas. »

9- « Les insultes ne me touchent pas alors je ne coche pas
les réponses.

[l faudrait rappeler que cette question fait appel a la réaction
des informatrices en tant que victimes de l'insulte dans un espace
public, la «rue». «L’espace de la rue, en ce sens est caractéristique
de la fulgurance de I'insulte », souligne. MOISE C.}” L'outrage dans
la rue est plus humiliant et plus dangereux qu’une attaque en téte-
a-téte .L’insulté encourt le risque d’étre reconnu comme ce que I'on
vient de décrire et non comme sali par le terme.»'® L’AD des
énoncés va mettre en scéne quatre types de discours par rapport
a la riposte s’articulant autour de la déictique (JE/ I'Autre), JE
/IL(enfant )), (JE/ELLE) et (JE/ IL (homme).

111.1.1 JE/ I'Autre

L'informatrice dans (1) formule une attitude de non
riposte en tant que conduite, absolue vis-a-vis de I'’Autre quel
gue soit son statut .Ceci est du reste redondant chez la majorité
des informatrices. En rejetant toute possibilité de riposte, les
informatrices adherent, a notre sens, a un préposé culturel
commun qui semble étre intériorisé par plusieurs informatrices.
Elles argumentent leur choix dans (2 et 3) en expliquant la
norme traditionnelle catégorisant 'attitude de silence/riposte,
selon la dyade supérieur /inférieur, ou distinction/mépris. Selon
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le code de I'ethos kabyle, le silence exprime le dédain de L1
envers L2, dont la conduite est préjudiciable comme
I'annoncent (1 et 4). Par ricochet, nous avancons que les
énoncés (7, 8, 9) sont une autre forme d’évitement de la riposte
dans un contexte, certes, différent, qu’il nous faut expliciter.
Lors de [linterview, nous avons dénombré un nombre
relativement important d’informatrices qui a carrement refuse
de coopérer dans ce chapitre en refusant de répondre aux
questions. Elles se sont défendues en disant par exemple« je ne
suis pas ce qu’elles (les insultes) insinuent. » (8) ou par « Je n'ai
jamais été exposée a une situation d’insulte » (9) d’ou leur
réaction réitérée verbalisée en substance ainsi: «je ne coche
pas les reponses. »

Nous supposons que I'explication a fournir est a chercher
dans I'idée que le questionnaire les mettant dans une situation
d’insultée virtuelle a été associé a une situation réelle. Par
conséquent, les informatrices se sont conduites comme si elles
se sentaient insultées; refusant subséquemment, de répondre,
cette fois-ci aux insultes inscrites dans le questionnaire-

Ces énoncés soulévent une légére nuance avec les
précédents, rejetant I'idée méme de se retrouver dans une
situation d’insulte qui requiere une riposte. Elles expriment leur
distinction et refusent, d’emblée de s’inscrire dans le jeu de réle
auquel elles ont été invitées par le questionnaire.

[1.1.2 JE/IL

L’évitement de riposter a «IL» (homme/enfant) est
argumentée par la peur d’une possible réaction violente.(5)- (a)
4). (6). Ajoutons que (6) dénote une stratégie d’esquive traduite
par « faire semblant ». Par ailleurs I'énoncé a été accompagné
par un marqueur extra discursif, le rire, faisant le jeu d’une
ironie bienveillante * & I'égard de Soi, pour dédramatiser une
attitude de peur facilement décelable.
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Ainsi, la peur de susciter une réaction violente quelconque
chez un homme, renvoie indéniablement a I'image traditionnelle
représentée par IlL sous- tendue par les rapports
dominants /dominés entre '’homme/la femme. De surcroit, la
peur de la violence de la part d’'un enfant est également
rapportée, certainement pas pour la méme raison mais plutot
par rapport a son impétuosité incontrélée. Ceci, signifie de facon
certaine, que la femme n’a jamais appris a se défendre en public,
au risque d’encaisser unilatéralement la violence masculine. C’est
la raison pour laquelle il est préférable, selon les informatrices,
d’opter pour I'évitement de la provocation, méme si celle-ci
pouvait se justifier dans une perspective d’auto défense.

En conclusion, les résultats de cette section confirment
notre hypothése afférant au tabou linguistique de
I'insulte/riposte, dictée par la loi de la prudence,
indépendamment du genre de L2. Toutefois, dans les rares cas
ou certaines tiennent a briser le tabou du silence, les
informatrices ont souligné le fait qu’il faille le faire avec
modération, en s’armant de certaines précautions comme, par
exemple tempérer la teneur et le ton des propos.

[11.2 Attitudes de riposte.

1-« Non, je n’insulte pas un enfant ; mais je vais essayer de
le corriger. »

2-« Je lui dis : merci « Ha$ak».

3--«Je réponds : « tu es mal éduqué. »

4-«Seulement si je suis en groupe je riposte a un enfant si
non j’ai peur qu’il ne me frappe. »

5- « Bien sr que je vais I'insulter. « amik », elle a plus de
personnalité que moi ! »

6-« je lui réponds ; «ruH atzred yemanik» ! (Regarde-toi).

7- « Je ne I'insulte pas mais je lui dis « allah yehdik. » (Que
Dieu te guide sur le droit chemin)
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8- « Je répondrai a une femme insultante calmement, sans
me donner en spectacle. »

9- « Pour un homme je lui dirai ; «ruH ett$af martek ! »(Va
voir ta femme !).

[11.2.1 La riposte a I’enfant

Par exemple, au vu de leur age, les informatrices de 35-
55ans ont tendance a adopter une attitude maternelle ou
moraliste a I’égard d’un enfant insultant. La négation (non, ne..
pas) suivie de « mais» corrige la négation en I'argumentant.
Elles désirent corriger I'enfant, voire I'éduquer, de facon
explicite (1) ou de fagon implicite dans (2). Notons, par ailleurs,
par exemple, cette jeune informatrice qui répond a un enfant
par: « merci « Ha$ak. » (2). Il importe de constater que I'usage
de l'adoucisseur « Ha$ak »dans (2) semble renvoyer a une
signification différente de celle que nous lui avons assignée
supra. Nous avons I'’habitude de considérer « Ha$ak » comme
un réducteur de tension utilisé & dessein par L1 pour préserver
la face de L2. Or, il semble avoir un usage renversé dans ce
contexte. C'est L1 qui le prononce, pour signifier de fagon
indirecte a L2 qu’il est en transgression des regles de I'étiquette,
d’une part, et pour préserver sa propre face, la face narcissique
de Soi, d’autre part. De surcroit « Merci », en tant que riposte
rejoint I'implicite de « Ha$ak » et rappelle le tabou de linsulte
auquel L1 évite d’y adhérer. « Merci» est une expression de
politesse exprimée par L1 pour souligner I'impolitesse de L2.

Contrairement a cela, quelgues jeunes montrent une
attitude plus pulsionnelle et réactionnelle envers un enfant en
n’épargnant pas leur face positive, et insistent sur le déictique
«tu» d’une part, et le choix de I'adjectif négatif « mal éduqué »(3)
.Le style direct renforce I'idée de rabaissement de I'insultant et le
désir de le cibler comme a I'aide d’un «projectile verbal», selon
(E.LARGUECHE 1993) citée par MOISE, C*°. Linformatrice
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souligne aussi un sentiment de supériorité en instaurant une
démarcation entre la bonne /la mauvaise éducation. L’enfant est
humilié car renversant les lois de la politesse.

D’autres adoptent une attitude de prudence et ne ripostent
a un enfant que quand elles sont en groupe (4) parce gu’elles
savent, que les enfants peuvent étre agressifs (2). La peur de
susciter une réaction violente chez I'enfant préne le silence, et
donc I'évitement, mais le fait d’étre en groupe la dissipe et
produit par conséquent un processus libérateur et SL chez L1.

l11.2.2 La riposte a la femme

La riposte a I'encontre d’'une femme semble plus facile
chez les jeunes, qui se sentent sur le pied d’égalité.» (5 et
6).L’AC sous forme d’interrogation en K «amik,..» est
rhétorique traduisant I'affirmation de la riposte. Ceci est appuyé
par, I'usage du déterminant adverbial d’assertion «bien slr». La
riposte s’inscrit dans ce contexte comme un droit a l'auto-
défense signifiant a L2 qu’elle est son égale et qu’implicitement
il n'y a pas de raison d’avoir peur delle. De la méme
facon, I’énoncé (6) montre I'évacuation du tabou de riposte en
renvoyant a L2 une image implicitement négative « ruH atzred
yemanik». (Regarde-toi).L’AC marque la charge émotionnelle et
le degreé de I'offense qui est réfléchi de facto.

Le jeune age des 20-34 ans octroie, & certaines une force
libératrice par rapport au tabou de I'insulte. Les jeunes font fi
des normes socio -culturelles de la société kabyle et renversent
le principe traditionnel de la réserve.

Toutefois, elles sont rares a se proclamer de cette attitude,
car la plupart, et notamment parmi les informatrices plus agées,
optent pour une riposte modulée. La réplique «allah yehdik» (Que
Dieu te guide sur le droit chemin), (7) est certainement un indice
que linsultée est offensée et ressent de I'animosité a I'égard de
L2, mais elle préfére se retenir en se remettant a Dieu pour la
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venger. Arrétons nous sur I'aspect polémique de la répartie « allah
yehdik. »Elle peut prendre, selon le contexte, I'allure d’une priére,
d’une bénédiction, ou d’'une riposte négative modulée qui
préserve la face positive de L1.Cette attitude est a contextualiser
dans la culture locale selon quatre perspectives.

1) Il est fréquent que des personnes se sentant abusées
d’une facon ou d’une autre, lancent des malédictions a I'égard
de I'Autre. Elles prononcent, par exemple, I'expression figée,
fréquemment utilisée par les couches populaires et traduite, en
algérien par « enwakel’lih(a) rabbi » (Que dieu se charge de me
venger de telle personne) .Mais comme « la malédiction est un
acte grave qu’on ne doit pas accomplir a la légére car il €ébranle
des forces dont on ne peut pas se rendre maitre" écrit
ZERDOUMI,N.,?! T'informatrice préfére utiliser I'énoncé figé, en
A, qui nous semble étre un équivalent euphémique de la
malédiction, «enwakel’'lth(a) rabbi ». Il ne faut pas oublier que
ces propos, en apparence bienveillants, masquent une réplique
injurieuse implicite.

2) L’expression peut aussi signifier une marque
d’appartenance a I'idéologie religieuse, qui pour apporter une
réparation au « péché de la langue », en I'occurrence l'insulte,
recourt & la formulation d’une priére.*

3) L'expression peut étre interprétée aussi comme une
marque de distanciation et de distinction hiérarchique. Elle
instaure un rapport de supériorité/ infériorité entre les
interlocutrices. Celle qui produit ce discours considéere I'Autre
comme un étre égaré pour qui elle ne peut rien faire si ce n’est
le recours a I'assistance de Dieu pour la secourir en le remettant
sur le droit chemin.

4) De surcroit, cet énoncé peut remplir, dans un contexte
interactionnel d’insulte, la fonction régulatrice de la montée de
la violence verbale suscitée par I'insulte, soit en mettant fin a
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I’échange langagier soit en la ralentissant. C’est ainsi, que
lorsque L1 prononce cette expression, elle signifie a I'Autre,
gu’elle ne veut pas polémiquer, et préfére arréter la montée de
la violence verbale de linsulte. Alors, cet énoncé fait le jeu
d’une stratégie langagiére pour sauvegarder la face positive de
soi et la face négative de I'Autre.

Par ailleurs, les énoncés tels « Se retenir », « ne pas se
donner en spectacle », « répondre calmement» (8) reflétent les
les injonctions de socialisation qui ont construit I’'habitus de
réserve chez les femmes, appuyées par un systeme d’une
morale répressive. Il n’est pas seyant a une femme de montrer
un comportement relaché dans un espace public, selon la
norme de la société kabyle étant donné que linsulte est
assimilée a un comportement grossier. Rappelons la
convergence de ce point de vue avec les résultats de la question
(11.L1.7p. ?) (Tableau (7) montrant la réprobation de la femme
grossiere a I’échelle du total de I’échantillon avec (55%).

[11.2.3 La riposte a ’hnomme

En principe, les femmes sont inhibées devant un homme
par peur comme nous I'avons démontré ci-dessus. Cependant,
remarquons qu’une seule informatrice de la tranche des 35-
55ans a affirmé pouvoir le faire (9).

Si nous contextualisons cette réponse par rapport au code
de I'éthos kabyle, Il est clair qu’elle est trés blessante pour un
homme, qui se voit rabroué de la sorte pour diverses raisons.
Premierement, cette attitude renverse I'image fondée sur le fait
gue seul I'hnomme possede le droit d’abuser verbalement de la
femme se trouvant dans la rue.”® Deuxiémement, il est impoli
de parler des relations conjugales en public a un homme.
Troisiemement, au-dela de la référence a I'épouse, cette
expression implicitement renvoie a I'intimité sexuelle masquée
par une formule euphémique « ruH ett$af martek » qui peut
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étre traduite par «va coucher avec ta femme ». La force
humiliante, voire déshonorante du contenu de cette riposte
signifie que I'insultée prend le dessus en chargeant l'insultant
avec une insulte plus violente pour le déstabiliser et I'arréter
net. Il y a une prise de pouvoir sur ’homme qui vise a le
dévaluer. Nous sommes tenter d’ajouter qu’il y a une forme de
visibilité sociale qui réaffirme le besoin de construire une
identité et de I'afficher ,rejetant les représentations stéréotypes
qui enferment la femme dans une identité concernant les
aspects uniquement négatifs ,de la méme maniére que le fait
MOISE dans son analyse de I'insulte entre une enseignante et
son éleve. Le rapport dissymétrique entre le réle dominant
/dominé de I'’enseignante et de I’éléve peut étre retenu, a notre
sens, pour les rapports homme/femme.

Ceci nous renvoie a la petite histoire qui a déclenché le
désir de faire cette recherche Ceci s’est passé en 1993 a Annaba
ou nous venions tout juste de nous installer. Nous avons assisté,
dans la rue a une interaction entre un homme et une femme
dans un espace public, dont voici les détails .La femme était a
I'intérieur d’'une cabine téléphonique se trouvant sur le trottoir,
ou plusieurs personnes attendaient leur tour, guand un homme
frappa sur la vitre lui signifiant de se précipiter. Quand la femme
sortit, elle lui lanca: « ’ala$ TabTab li ?Nhdar kima hebit ula
ma’jbek$ elHal niyek »(Pourquoi frappes-tu sur la porte,? Je
parle comme je veux et si tu n’es pas content va te faire
foutre !).L’homme ne broncha pas.

Etonnées, nous nous étions demandée comment cette
femme avait brisé le tabou du silence et avait insulté un homme
en public. Nous pensons avoir trouve I'explication, en analysant
les propos de notre informatrice dans (9). La femme s’était
sentie agressée et rabaissée du fait de I’hnomme l'avait remise a
I'ordre en lui rappelant de se presser de sortir de la cabine. Elle
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avait percue cette injonction gestuelle comme une insulte. Elle
avait donc riposté en le chargeant violemment pour le dévaluer,
a son tour, afin de prendre le dessus sur lui et d’arréter toute
montée virtuelle de la violence verbale de sa part.

Conclusion

Il est possible de synthétiser les résultats de la maniére
suivante. Les ripostes varient dans leur forme et leur but. Nous
en dénombrons des ripostes directes qui peuvent dénoter une
représentation des rapports égalitaires entre L1/L2 et par
conséquent, éludent le tabou de la riposte, ce qui demeure, du
reste, une attitude rarissime. D’autre part, il y a la riposte
implicite ou atténuée, dont la fonction principale est de
préserver la face narcissique de L1. Enfin, il est fréquent
d’entendre les informatrices privilégiant le silence a la riposte
indifferemment du genre du L2, ce qui dénote une
pérennisation de I'adhésion au code de I'honneur kabyle.
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Disgust and Abject in Mimouni’s Le fleuve détourné
Mme GADA NAAR Nadia
Abstract: Version francaise

Nous proposons dans cet article une analyse discursive et
textuelle du troisieme roman de Rachid Mimouni, Le fleuve détourné
(1982). Nous tenterons de mettre en évidence la facon dont l'auteur
exprime sa désillusion et son amertume a travers deux personnages.
L'analyse sera menée sous I'approche de deux concepts théoriques a
savoir « |'abject et I'abjection » de Julia Kristeva et « I'outrage et le
dégout » de William lan Miller. La mise en perspective de ces deux
thémes revét un caractére pertinent, tant ils persistent dans le vécu
guotidien de la société algérienne actuelle.

Mimouni’s third novel, Le fleuve détourné (1982) describes
a population which came out of dependence and insecurity of
colonialism to find itself engulfed in other horrors and other
enslavements. The novel is primarily a depiction of the chronic
unhappiness and a sumptuous meditation of the social,
economic and intellectual crisis that Algeria passed through and
the heavy burden of the post-colonial moment provides the
background framework of experience to which Mimouni’s third
novel testifies. Quite significantly, the novel is also notable
among the author’s literary output for its dealing with the post-
colonial Algerian turmoil and its scathing condemnation of the
carelessness of the post independence Algerian political
leaders. Its narrative centres on the decadence of the country
and the pervasive sense of sterility and decay that extends from
the stagnant, unproductive economy to the consciousness of
the new ruling leaders whose narrow self-serving interests have
made them incapable of creating a social policy that might
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eliminate the prevailing conditions of poverty, deprivation and
misery that are parcel of the colonial inheritance.

To develop the issue and highlight the author’s subversive
attitude towards his society and political leaders, key to this
paper are two theoretical concepts in tense interplay with each
other, “Abjection” by Julia Kristeva and “Disgust” by William lan
Miller. Put differently, we will approach the text from the
theoretical premises provided by Julia Kristeva’s notion of
“Abject” as well to lan Miller’s theoretical formulation of the
term “Disgust”. Our reference to these theoretical concepts is
to relate the notion of disgust and abjection as put forth by Julia
Kristeva who thinks that abjection and disgust are two facets of
the same coin. In so doing, we seek particularly, through a
discursive and textual analysis to explain how and why the
novel is, satiric, ironic, and subversive. The task is to identify the
various abject and disgusting elements in the text and relate
them to Kristeva’s description of the abject and lan Miller’s
disgust. But, before, it may be relevant to define these
theoretical concepts informing this approach at the outset.

The first theoretical notion is what Julia Kristeva calls
abjection. As it is discussed in her book entitled, Powers of
Horror. An Essay on Abjection (1982), Kisteva defines the term
as one of those violent, dark revolts of the human being,
directed against a threat that seems to emanate from an
exorbitant outside or inside, ejected beyond the scope of the
possible, the tolerable, and the thinkable. It beseeches worries,
sickens, and rejects. The difference between an object and
abject, according to Kristeva is that abjection is not the lack of
cleanliness or health that causes abjection but what disturbs
identity, system, and order. It is closely linked to what does not
respect borders, positions and rules, the in-between, the
ambiguous, and the composite. It can also be provoked by the
traitor, the liar, the criminal with a good conscience, the
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shameless rapist, and the killer who claims he is the saviour.
Abject is immoral, sinister, scheming and shady. It happens in
cases of a terror that dissembles, a hatred that smiles, a passion
that uses the body for barter instead of inflaming it, a debtor
who sells you up, a friend who stubs you,,,,. The abject is
perverse because it neither gives up nor assumes prohibition, a
rule, or a law, but turns them aside, misleads, corrupts, uses
them, takes advantage of them, the better to deny them, and
curbs the other’s suffering for its own profits. Corruption is its
most common, most obvious appearance, which is a socialised
of the abject, concludes the theorist ((Kristeva. 1998:16).

Very close to Kristeva’s notion of abjection stands William
lan Miller’s concept of disgust provided in his book entitled, The
Anatomy of Disgust (1997). In its simplest sense, the term
disgust means something offensive to the taste and it is linked
to foul odours and loathsome sights. It can also be a complex
sentiment that can be lexically related to things and actions to
be repulsive, revolting or giving rise to reactions described as
revulsion, abhorrence as well as disgust. Miller states that
disgust includes five domains like: sex, hygiene, death, violation
of the body envelope (gore, amputations), and socio-moral
violations. All of them are gathered under new generalizing
theory of disgust. Miller adds that some emotions, among
which disgust and its close cousin, contempt are most
prominent, have intensely political significance. They work to
hierarchies our political order: in some settings they constitute
righteously presented claims superiority (Miller. 1997:9).
Disgust uses images and suggests the sensory merely by
describing the disgusting. Images of senses are indispensable to
the task, senses are offended of stenches that make us retch, of
tactile sensation of slime, ooze, and wriggly, slithering, creepy
things that make us cringe and recoil. Miller also argues that
disgust is a moral sentiment that figures in the everyday moral
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discourse: along with indignation it gives voice to our strongest
sentiments of moral disapprobation. It is bound up intimately
with our responses to the ordinary voices of hypocrisy, betrayal,
cruelty and stupidity. But disgust ranges more widely than we
may wish, for it judges ugliness and deformity to be moral
offences. It concerns all what revolts, what repels, not the rosy
view of the world, disgust, contempt, shame, and hate all join
hands in the syndrome of self-loathing (Ibid. P. 21)

Having explained the theoretical concepts of disgust and
abject, the question which imposes itself here is how these
transgressions and the satiric tools appear in Mimouni’s text. To
foreground the view of amazement and how the vision of the
disgust and abjection emerge Mimouni’s disillusion with the
independence period, we will try to show how they appear in the
novel through two characters, namely The Administrator and the
anonymous Man. Read as a whole, Mimouni’s third novel is
dominated by a disgusting and abject atmosphere which comes to
sight through the loathing of corruption, cruelty, and hypocrisy of
the political leaders. So, how is disgust structured in the novel?
There is no doubt that we will look closely at several scenes that
provide a point of departure for describing how disgust and abject
might fit in Mimouni’s novel that depict a world which bad smells,
loathsome sights, contempt, corruption and political abuses are
ungodly present. Mimouni spares no detail in describing a
population at the mercy of a few power-hungry individuals, and a
society afflicted with hypocrisy and false beliefs. He exposes to
critical scrutiny certain elements of Algerian’s post-colonial order
and depicts a world of hopelessness, randomness, moral chaos,
and despair where only smell thrives making the atmosphere so
poisonous and depressingly frightening. There is malnutrition and
squalor everywhere in the country while those in power are
oblivious of the basic needs of the people they are supposed to
serve. They continue to squander money while the rest of the
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population goes hungry. The narrator sees that the only changes
in the country are superficial ones: the import of refrigerators,
colour television, Gruyere cheese, mini-skirts and rising inflation (p
49). The same leaders who dream of building a prosperous
country allow the birth rate to increase, but do not want to
provide housing for the expanding population. They insist on the
use of literary Arabic, which few people can understand (P. 70). In
trying to rebuild the country according to their caprices, they seem
to have left nothing unturned. They have even drawn straight lines
on undulating hills, and diverted the course of the river (P. 49).

The characters which typify the above features of disgust
and contempt are without doubt the Administrator and his
Chief. Both are painted arrogant, unconcerned with others’
welfare, and ineffective in combating ignorance and poverty.
The opening scene of the novel shows that, like most African
leaders on whom the Administrator is patterned, love
grandiloquent discourses (P.9). Through the Administrator’s
words, Mimouni exposes the mechanisms exploited by the
ruling leaders to entrench themselves in power. For instance,
they convince people that power is monolithic and brooks no
opposition. Not even the language escapes the taint of arbitrary
rule in the narrative; the Administrator’s contradictory language
Is in a way a reflection of his misrule when he pretends that the
evil comes as much from external influences and indicts
suspicious foreign interference and hidden attacks (P.51). His
language is replete with deceit and tergiversation. Thus, he
finds a common interest in ridiculing and intimidating the
population to mute it.

The Administrator is shaped as a caricature of known African
despots who are committed to bizarre political postures and rely
on power acquired and sustained solely through violent coercion.
Mimouni exposes the character’s violent intolerance of opposition
and his urge to perpetuate himself in power. The Administrator’s
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appeal to violence allows him to stay in power in spite of the
disasters he inflicts on the progress and stability of his country. To
divert people from the state’s disastrous mismanagement, he
keeps luring people about some suspected foreign threats which
can hinder “the national development” (pp, 50-51). Concretely,
the Administrator’s words remain mere powerful statements of
outrage, disgust, and betrayal of popular aspirations. Moreover,
disgust in Mimouni’s Le Fleuve détourné comes out through a
drastic denunciation of economic exclusion and cultural erasure
that engulfs the protagonist in a world without mercy and pity. In
one word, it makes his life totally abject.

Abjection is displayed in the Man’s journey of an
aggravated situation of shame, humiliation, embarrassment,
and of an exceptional sensibility of disgust, primarily provoked
by an arbitrary arrest and later by several spectacles of
humiliation and violence. The Man’s mad trip contests the
existential primacy of the emblematic “impasse” which is
startling and pessimistic. It questions the very existence of the
space to the point of completely reversing its initial symbolism.
Mimouni’s main character wonders “why has the national
political universe become so closed, so crushing?” To arrive at
an answer to this question, Mimouni examines the concept of
"national consciousness” and the manipulations of nationalist
sentiment that was the hallmark of the post independence
officials’ ideology.

Mimouni uses the main character as a destabilising force
of irony to insist that politics is the rejection, contestation,
disruption of the shared norms. Mimouni’s criticism has long
been centrally concerned with the exposure of the false
consciousness embedded in the ideologies of various discourses
by official leaders. As an illustration, the narrator’s voice is self-
incriminating and absurd. It tells two stories, that of prisoners
confined in a camp because their «spermatozoides sont
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subversifs» and the story of the narrator, himself imprisoned in
the camp, and who claims that his «présence en ce lieu n’est
gue le résultat d’un regrettable malentendu”. The story of the
detainees does not develop as a narrative. It should be read as a
microcosm of the new company that the administration is trying
to establish. On the contrary, that of the narrator is so
tempestuous, puzzling, and somehow disgusting. He was born
in a peasant family which had been forced to exile because of
the French expropriation. Later on, he works as a shoemaker
and marries Houria whom he soon leaves pregnant in order to
participate in the Algerian War for independence. We learn that
after the bombing of a camp by the French army during the War
of Independence, the character-narrator was suffering from
amnesia. A few years later, he recovered his memory and
returns "home" to assert his identity and meet his wife and son.

Abjection is strongly embedded in the delineation of the
Mimouni’s anonymous main character and the foul coating of
his society. The Man travels through an absurd nightmare
where old values havegiven way toa mentality that sets
up the lies and demagoguery as ubiquitous rules.The unnamed
protagonist faces several violent, corrupt and lusting for power
social abjections. He sometimes seems to be outside and
distinct from the follies he describes, either the descriptions he
gives are self-betraying or the absurdities he views are
allegorical. For example, we first encounter the Man in chapter
one in the company of many detainees. Suddenly, the voice of
the narrator breaks this circle of death to recount the story of
an ordinary man who leans away from typical social patterns
towards mystery and the unexpected. This use of the fantastic
to describe the human body and all its processes is well
illustrated, first and foremost, in the portrayal of the main
character’s strange and unbelievable story. The absurdity of the
tale resides in the strategy of novelistic space that Mimouni
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adapts by making the opening of the narrative coincide with its
closure and the text is thus suspended between two points
based one in the other.

The protagonist is the sole survivor of the bombing attack
by French soldiers. It is from the world of the dead that he
returns back to his people. He tells his story to a circle of friends
that attended the prisoner camp in which he finds himself after
killing his wife's predators. Equally abject is the fact that his
asocial friends are all completely out of touch with reality that
they evacuate each in his own way, in suicide, illness,
resignation and oblivion. At the end of the narrative, when he
finds his son, the latter is corrupted by the necessity of survival;
the son denies his father’s paternity and stands as the
representative of the new generation that remains without a
future, which looks at a shining future without being able to
find it. Even more abject and monstrously aberrant is the
protagonist’s alienation, not only because the authorities do not
listen to him, but also because even his closest family doesn’t
accept in any case to awaken the ghosts of the past, it is better
to leave them buried. For instance, Ahmed, his cousin, the
Mayor of the village talks to him in strange terms when he goes
to regulate his administrative situation (P.57). His wife prefers
him dead because she is afraid of losing her war widow's
pension. Therefore, the man should assume and keep his status
of a dead and becomes so disgusted by the answers of his
fellow humans that he is left no other option but to converse
with the dead. Mimouni reminds us the Man is a desperate, a
suffering creature and thus in some ways discerning our pity. At
the same time, he makes the episode seem both abject and
somewhat funny when he describes how the man during his
efforts to find a careful ear, engages in a serious discussion with
Si Cherif, his Commandant during the Algerian Liberation War
(P.81). It is the disgust with his society that has driven him to
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escape into the world of the dead entirely divorced from the
real world. The story takes a fantastic twist when the man finds
that Si Cherif remembers him, understands his plight, and
answers that he could do nothing for him. In this scene, the
grotesque is suggested by the idea that the visible world is
incomprehensible and unregenerate, and that the individual is
floundering in a sea of contradictions and congruities. The
shocking and rude scene stands for the author’s will to present
a world devoid of justice where the idealistic innocent suffers.
The other feature that also helps make the story abject is
Mimouni’s stress on the Man’s gradual moral degradation. The
Man’s account begins badly, but his situation eventually
becomes worse and worse. The man starts his tragedy by a
foolish misjudgement: “His presence in the camp is erroneous”.
However, its humour seems less obvious because the smiles it
provokes are often tinged with guilt. We cannot help being
amused by some of the Administrator’s predicaments. The
abject appears when the Man is physically, mentally, and
emotionally exhausted. More bizarre still in some ways than the
physical degradation of Mimouni’s Man undergoes is his steady
spiritual or emotional decline as he becomes even more nihilist
by the end of the story. In the beginning, the man remains
admirably courageous, motivated in his thought and feelings
despite the profound change in his community. By the second
half of the story, he becomes more and more aggressive,
impatient, more threatening. His transformation, in other
words, has become both physical and spiritual. Thus, one of the
outrageous scenes in the shocking story occurs when the man
faces his wife’s physical metamorphosis and her decline (P.167).
Her narration suggests not only lack of decency but shows the
height of incongruity and the farcical shame she endured bodily.
The abjection of the Man reaches its apex when he loses his
temper and feels rage over when Houria tells him her horrible
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adventure. A bit later still, full of resentment, bitterness, guilt,
shame, and vengefulness, the man tries to get out of this
situation but comes the tragic death of his wife’s predators who
in their wordless pathos, are pure victims of their desires,
excesses, and lust. Even in their death, they remain grotesque,
as they: «tatonnaient, rampaient sur le tapis, comme des
vermisseaux. Fou de terreur et de souffrance, criaient et
suppliaient. Comme des vermisseaux. Comme des porcs. Trois
d’entre eux avaient déféqué dans leurs pantalons” (P.181). The
guote from Mimouni’s novel stands for an invitation to death
and this is exemplified by the man’s killing of his wife’s
aggressors. It indicates that the Man plays the game to satisfy
and revenge his wife, and in the foolishness of the moment, he
feels happy for performing the heroic things that were expected
all the time. But confronted by the true reality, he realizes the
heavy price he has to pay for his act.

By the end of the story, then, the Man has come to seem less
ideally human, not only physically, but also morally in his
emotional and mental responses. Once more, the full abject
effects and abjection is elaborated through a failure to meet the
Administrator and recover his lost identity. The Man’s decline and
loss are not completely felt until the wrapping up of the tale. The
novel ends with this sudden descent into hell in which the narrator
finds himself suddenly and profoundly alone. Therefore, we think
that the "I" of the narrator can be seen as anickname, ie,
the name par excellence of 'no man'. The name in its signified
and signifier is linked to either death, or a complete absence.
We mean that it becomes identical to the death and absence.
Though we already know from the very beginning that nobody can
restore him what he was dispossessed of.

In addition to the abject life of the Man and by focusing in
his fiction on marginalized members of his society, Mimouni
introduces a critique of the power structures in place and
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indicts poverty, urban abjection and the absence of spirit and
hope in the Algerian society where unsanitary living conditions,
long trails of dirt, lined walls, hay heaps, and filth are daily
plethora metaphors. Foul smelling excrements with its stench
expand to capture the odour of decay and poison the reader’s
senses. Such images are uttered by some voices and all of them
condemn political oppression, militarism and poverty. The
world is full with disgusting sights which arises disgust and
shame. People are doomed by the strong smells from the
lagoon. The odours offend because of their contaminating
powers. The images carry enormously more social and moral
significance. Disgust is prompted by contact with a
contaminating substance, and more important, by witnessing
shameful and disgusting behaviours of people forced to violate
ethic norms. As an illustration, some families are obliged to do
something disgusting, they are compelled to defecate inside the
house where they live. But Mimouni is careful to show that
these people do it not by choice, they are dirty by necessity. The
author puts forth such an awful stench that no one would
attend. The coming out of an horrible stench that one could
hardly bear is shameful not because it forces people to violate
ethic norms, what is revolting is rather the behaviour of the
authorities that let people without any sanitary conditions.

As a conclusion, we may sum up that Mimouni divides the
Algerian society into two categories characters. The first
category of characters in Le fleuve détourné is made up of
individuals whose main purpose is to safeguard their high
positions and lead a pompous life. Mimouni’s narrative
foregrounds their loathing of corruption, cruelty, and hypocrisy
that appear in the novel through the theme of disgust which is
bound up intimately with the author’s response to the ordinary
vices of hypocrisy, cruelty and stupidity of the ruling leaders. In
the second category, stands the majority of the population
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whose rights as citizens had not only been abused by the state
administration, but completely eroded. They feel betrayed by
the government and there is no prospect for them.
Unfortunately, more than two decades after the publication of
Mimouni’s Le fleuve détourné, the Algerian state and the ruling
leaders’ disgust and contempt persist and is still alive making
the population’s daily lives completely abject.
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Imperial Power and the Denial of Native
Authority in English Colonialist Discourse
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Abstract

My paper studies the issue of power and empire in the
colonialist discourses of Rudyard Kipling, Edward Morgan Forster and
Joseph Conrad. It focuses on the consolidation of the English imperial
power in the Orient at the expense of the native power structures.
Therefore, two main interrelated issues are developed. First, the
writers celebrate the encroachment of the English political power in
the Orient. Second, they deny native rules by their focus on the idea
of Oriental despotism and misrule as the essential factors that incite
the decimation of the native rule. This process of denying the native
authority is accompanied by the subject people’s obedience to the
colonial authority. | have concluded my paper with drawing parallels
with contemporary issues, analysing an official discourse by George
W. Bush as an instance. In his “lIrag War Discourse” (2003), Bush
denies native authority in Iraq and reiterates nineteenth century
Orientalist discourse about Oriental despotism and its replacements
by the blessings of Western “demaocracy”.

Introduction

Discourse and rhetoric cannot be dissociated with power.
Discourse, in Foucauldian terms, suggests the idea of power,
and rhetoric is appropriated within discourse so as to justify
power. The most important aspect of power is that which exists
between the rulers and the ruled. This prevails within the
sovereign state and its subjects; it also prevails in an imperial
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context where an imperialist power rules over a subject
country. To legitimise and consolidate their power, the rulers
always refer to rhetoric and ideology which are reflected within
discourse. This paper is not concerned with the discourse that is
produced within the sovereign state; it deals with that which
accompanies the imperial domination of the Orient by the
Western powers, namely colonial discourse which consolidates
this power. This consolidation expresses itself through a variety
of perspectives like the adoption of ideologies of difference
through which the colonised subjects are maintained in states
of inferiority. Another way of consolidating this domination
involves the celebration of the Western political power and the
denial of native authority. Thomas Metcalf (1994) observes that
in order to consolidate their imperial rule, the British devised
ideologies of difference thanks to which they maintained the
Indians and other subject people in an inferior position. Once
the ‘different’ was created, the British were to “sustain a system
of colonial authority” (Metcalf, 1994: 113) which replaced the
native authority. They considered India, for instance, as a land
“forged by despotism” (Ibid. 66) that had to be evinced by the
British imperial power.

This paper proposes to study the issue of the
implementation of the British imperial power in the Orient and
the denial of the native authority in the imperialist discourses of
Rudyard Kipling, Joseph Conrad and Edward Morgan Forster.
The point is that the three writers celebrate the British political
power in the Orient through a denial of the native political
structures. Within their texts is the idea that they associate the
British with political superiority and the Orientals with political
inferiority. This inferiority is shown through an emphasis put on
the prevalence of tyranny and misrule in the colonial countries,
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which are replaced by more organised and representative
political structures brought by the British. Considered in this
light the writers adopt within their texts imperialist rhetoric that
provides a justification for the imperial domination.

After the Indian mutiny of 1857, the British established
direct rule in India and created what was called the British Raj.
This implied that native power structures were replaced by the
British power structure. In the Malay Archipelago, the British
were following another policy, which involved the workings of
British political expertise in the service of so-called
‘incompetent’ native rulers. The colonialist discourses of Kipling,
Forster and Conrad cannot be dissociated with these political
structures as they were directly or indirectly integrated within
them: Kipling wrote for the conservative Civil and Military
Gazette and The Pioneer; Forster worked for an Indian native
prince as private secretary, which suggests the idea of indirect
rule; and Conrad worked for the British Merchant Marine,
which was part of the British imperial structure, before he
became a writer. To study this issue, reference will be made to a
selection of Kipling’s and Forster’s writings about the British Raj
along with Conrad’s writings about the Malay Archipelago. As
far as theory is concerned, it is clear that the paper will be
based on Edward Said’s postcolonial theory as it is developed in
his Orientalism (1978) and Culture and Imperialism (1993).
Within these two works, Edward Said observes that Western
writers have aligned themselves with their expanding empires
within the framework of Orientalist discourse. This involves a
process through which: the colonised subject is codified as an
‘inferior’ Other; the imperial power is celebrated; and the native
authority is denied.
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Discussion

Within this paper are developed two interrelated points.
First is the exercise of the British imperial power over the
Orientals as it is developed in the Orientalist discourses of
Kipling, Forster and Conrad. Second is the denial of native
authority which is the direct consequence of the first. The
process of implementing the British imperial power in the
Orient needs consolidation, and the writers refer to the denial
of the native structures of power as an ideology for that
purpose. In fact, the native political structures are dealt with in
terms of despotism, misrule and instability which incite a need
for their decimation and replacement by more representative
and demaocratic power structures.

The Consolidation of the British Imperial Power in the
Orient

Edward Said observes that the consolidation of empire is
marked by the idea of power which is “elaborated and
articulated in the novel” and short story (1994: 97). Kipling’s
Indian fiction makes a manifest celebration of the British power
in India. He pays due respect to the British Raj, whose power is
worked out through an organised body of the British imperial
agents helped by some Indian natives. In Kim, the British
imperial system is depicted as a highly organised political
structure. It involves primarily the services of the British colonial
administrators who are attributed the names of sahibs. Besides,
some native agents named the babus are nominated to help the
British officials in their governance. The British secret services
are also involved in the novel. This British political structure
rules over India with the iron fist. It interferes, for instance, in
the affairs of the native states. When the native kings conspire
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against the British authority in India through their uprising
against one of its agents namely Mahbub Ali, the reaction is
iImmediate and authoritative. This means that the native is not
allowed to rise against the authority of the imperial power. One
of them says, “By Gad, sar! The British government will change
the succession in Hilds and Bunar, and nominate new heirs to
the throne” (Kipling, 1994a: 369). They should obey the
authority of the imperial power because it is considered as
beneficial for them. Another pertinent example of the exercise
of the British authority over the Indians and the denial of their
authority is depicted in a passage which involves Kim, the
English, the lama and a native policeman named Dunnoo. The
policeman addressing to the lama says,

‘Do not sit under that gun’ [...] ‘Huh! Was Kim’s retort on
the lama’s behalf. ‘Sit under that gun if it please thee. When
didst thou steal the milk-woman’s slipper’s, Dunnoo?

That was an utterly unfounded charge sprung on the spur
of the moment, but it silenced Dunnoo,

(Kipling, 1994a: 22; emphasis added)

What one understands from these words is that Kim is
endowed with the power to “silence” the policeman who has no
other solution but accept his retort. Kim not only denies the
authority of policeman but also exerts his white authority over
him. Besides, he plays the protector of the weakened lama as
the policeman was exercising his repressive power over him.

In a similar way, in Forster’s A Passage to India, the Anglo-
Indians consider themselves as the Ruling Race that does
everything so as to avoid the rise of the natives against their
power. In fact, after the 1857 mutiny, the officials started to
change their policy in India. The officials are in India to keep
peace and maintain the British Raj. In the novel, Forster
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portrays the British Raj in miniature. Chandrapore is “presented
as a representative centre of British India, and used as a literary
device to a microcosmic view of the Raj at work” (Ganguly,
1990: 33). This “microcosmic view of the Raj” is presented
through the services of officials like Mr Turton, Mr McBryde,
Major Callendar and Ronny. These in turn are related to the
Indian princely states by the Viceroy. In the novel, Turton is the
collector of taxes, McBryde the Superintendent of Police,
Callendar the Civil Surgeon and Ronny the new city Magistrate.
All of these officials are figures of English power in India: the
power of finance, the power of discipline, the power of
knowledge and the power of justice, respectively. As far the
judicial department is concerned, Roony tells his mother, “l am
out here to work, mind, to hold this wretched country by force”
(Forster, 1979: 50). It means that he and his fellows are serving
the Indians. The narrator believes in this,

He spoke sincerely. Every day he worked hard in the court
trying to decide which of two untrue accounts was the less
untrue, trying to dispense justice fearlessly, to protect the weak
against the less weak, the incoherent against the plausible,
surrounded by lies and flattery. That morning he had convicted
a railway clerk of overcharging pilgrims for their tickets, and a
Pathan of attempted rape. He expected no gratitude, no
recognition for this, and both clerk and Pathan might appeal,
bribe their witnesses more effectually in the interval, and get
their sentences reversed. It was his duty.

(Ibid. 50)

The narrator believes in the importance of the
implementation of the English justice in India. They
administered Chandrapore as a district among the number of
districts that India was divided into during the time of the
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British Raj. Historically, it “was divided into 250 administrative
districts and the duty of the administrators was to ‘maintain
law, order and to collect revenue’ (Ganguly, 1990: 33). There
are two important aspects of the administration of these
officials. First, their rule is race-bound. Second, it is governed by
the traumatic experience of the 1857 Indian uprising. These two
features contribute much to the impediment of cultural and
racial understanding in Anglo-India and the widening of the gap
between the ruler and the ruled; this imports much to the
general framework of Forster’s imperialist attitude of the Raj.
He reproduces the imperial vision that the people of India need
to be maintained within an imperial system that is much
Important to them as to the imperial power. However, it is
within a system that favours dialogue between the coloniser
and the colonised that this rule can be maintained.

In addition to the idea of A Passage to India, Forster’s “The
Life to Come” shows the use of the missionary impulse for
political aims. This is achieved through missionaries who have
managed to make themselves rulers over colonised subjects
only thanks to their missionary work. Mr Pinmay is
representative of this category of imperial agents. He makes
himself powerful in the village thanks to his conversion of the
natives. Indeed, as soon as he converts the natives, their locality
Is transferred into an integral district of the empire, and Mr
Pinmay is appointed the administrator of “the new district”
(Forster, 1972: 69). This denotes a process through which
territories are transferred into the rule of English imperial
agents thanks to the missionary work.

It is this same process that is the central concern of
Conrad’s Lord Jim. By virtue of Jim’s intellectual, political and
military powers and the awkward circumstances in which he
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finds the people of Patusan, he becomes their lord protector.
Thanks to these powers, he is deified by the Malays of Patusan
when he arrives there. This can be explained by what he does
for them. He finds the people in turmolil because of the tyranny
of their rulers, the internal factions and the external threats, so
the people consider him as their white saviour since “there
could be no question that Jim had the power” (Conrad, 1994:
207). This is understood in the way he appeared to them,
seeming “like a creature not only of another kind but of other
essence. Had they not seem him come up in a canoe they might
have thought he had descended upon them from the clouds”
(Ibid. 174). As a British in the Orient, Jim brought both his
knowledge in military organisation and the British modern arms
or guns thanks to which he manages to protect the natives
against their despotic rulers and Brown, a ferocious Dutch man,
who came to the shore for trade whatever the means. When a
group of warring natives were endangering the lives of other
natives it is said that Jim managed the group easily and
successfully,

Jim took up an advantageous position and shepherded
them out in a bunch through the doorway: all that time the
torch had remained vertical in the grip of a little hand, without
so as a trouble. The three men obeyed him, perfectly mute,
moving automatically. He ranged them in row. “Link Arms” he
ordered. They did so. “The first who withdraws his arm or turns
ahead is a dead man”, he said. “March!” They stepped out
together, rigidly; he followed,

(Ibid. 228)

It is clear from the above that the warring men are
voiceless and inactive in the face of the white saviour. The way
he addresses to them also shows another kind of power,
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coercive power which is generally associated with military
power. In addition to Jim’s military power, he is endowed with
intellectual faculties and a sense of organisation that the natives
are in need of. He brings stability to Patusan, which was like “a
cage of beasts made ravenous by long impenitence” (Ibid. 182),
and where “utter insecurity for life and property was the
normal conditions” (Ibid. 174). Fortunately, “he had regulated
many things [there]” (Ibid. 168). The people of the shore consult
him in political matters. When Jim goes away from Patusan for
some days, the people were being attacked by the dangerous
natives. Dain Warris, a clansman educated by Jim, could not
protect his fellows, for “[h]e had not Jim’s racial prestige and
the reputation of the invincible, supernatural power. He was
not the visible, tangible incarnation of unfailing truth and of
unfailing victory” (Ibid. 272). Aware of their weakness and Jim’s
power, the chieftains of the village go farther in trying to find
counsel in the dwelling of the absent Jim. It is this belief which
“guided the opinions of the chief men of the town, who elected
to assemble in Jim’s fort for deliberation upon the emergency,
as if expecting to find wisdom and courage in the dwelling of
the absent white man” (Ibid.). It means that they lack these two
important elements, but they find support in Jim. It also shows
that were he obliged to leave or were he killed, they would
certainly pay the ultimate price. The people of the village are
aware that if the white man were to leave they would become
easy a prey to ferocious people like Brown. The latter also
knows that if he manages to kill Jim, he will become the lord of
the island. It is said that thanks to Jim’s skills he became “the
virtual ruler” (Ibid. 207) of Patusan. The idea that his rule was
“virtual” suggests that Jim did not rule the natives without
consulting their will. It means that it is representative rule,
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which goes against the idea of tyranny and despotism,
associated with the native authority.

The Denial of Native Authority

The implementation of the British imperial power in the
Orient involves a process through which the native structures of
power are denigrated. It is maintained within the British
colonial discourse that given the natural penchant of the Indian
rulers to despotism, there is nothing as advantageous and as
positive as the implementation of a kind of democratic system
in the land to be imposed upon the indigenous people by the
British imperial authority. Kipling, Conrad and Forster consider
that native regimes need to be decimated because they involve
misrule, despotism and corruption, insecurity and instability.
For Edward Said, “authority [..] means for ‘us’ to deny the
autonomy of ‘it”” (Said, 1995: 32). Kipling totally adheres to this
view as he denies the native authority in India. This is shown in
his insistence on the idea of despotism. In Kim, for instance, this
Is effected through the METAPHOR of native policemen headed
by an Englishman. This suggests that this native structure of
power should be led by the English power because “native
police mean extortion to the native all India over” (Kipling,
1994a: 276). The idea of “native police” directly alludes to
native rule; their disposition to “extortion” is the appropriate
aspect of their despotic behaviour. This illustrates the natives’
predispositions to behave only for their personal interests,
whereas their subjection to the British would makes things
righteous. Kipling shows that the Indian rulers cannot represent
their people because they are naturally predisposed to act
despotically.

It is within a despotic regime that political instability and
insecurity flourish. Therefore, the writers EMPLOT their texts in
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such a way as to show that the implementation of the imperial
regimes brings harmony and stability to the natives. For
instance, Forster in “The Life to Come” observes that the English
power as it is implemented through the missionary work is
beneficial to the natives at the political level. Before the
planting of the cross in the central India tribes, there were usual
clashes among the different villages of the region. Also, the
people suffered from vile misrules. Fortunately, Forster says,
the missionary work has come “to teach [them] to rule [their
kingdoms] rightly” (Forster, 1972: 72). They also managed to
evince the “inter-tribal war[s]” (Ibid. 74) which were shaking the
life within the region. It means that unless the British interfered
in the internal affairs of these people, only a situation of
instability due mainly to native misrule would prevail. Similarly,
Conrad makes Jim as the British regulator of the affairs of
Patusan. When he arrives there he finds the people suffering
from the tyranny and oppression of their Sultan. The latter is
depicted as “an imbecile youth with two thumbs on his left
hand and an uncertain and beggarly revenue extorted from a
miserable population and stolen from by his many uncles”
(Conrad, 1994: 173). He is a tyrant who does not hesitate to
extort the riches and property of his subjects. He is an impotent
ruler since he does not manage to cope with the antagonism of
his uncles. The worst that can be said of these uncles is that
they are more despotic than the young sultan. For instance, it is
said of the Rajah Allang that he was
the worst of the Sultan’s uncles, the governor of the river,
who did the extorting and the stealing, and ground down to the
point of extinction of the country born Malays, who utterly
defenceless, had not even the resource for emigrating.
(Ibid. 174)
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The Sultan and his uncles are considered as typical
Oriental despots who do by no means care about their people.
Under the power of the despot, the people suffer from
insecurity, not to mention their poverty-stroke states. Worse of
all they have nowhere to flee from this tyranny. Burnhan (1995)
observes that the “oriental despot is better seen as a figure of
power” (Burhan, 1995: 85). The Rajah and even Doramin, the
despots with whom Jim fights “are transparent figures of [the]
detested despot” (Burhan, 1995: 85). “Politically, the ‘primitive’
was in the grip of either anarchy or despotism; social control, if
any, was exercised by the most savage tyranny, by the
despotism of custom or by religious trickery” (Street, 1975: 7).
Conrad depicts this same state of anarchy as the Sultan has no
power and his uncles exert grab upon the people. Therefore,
Jim’s intervention is more than needed. He manages to regulate
many things in Patusan thanks to the imposition of his political
skills to the people of Patusan. Richard Ruppel observes that
“the rule [...] he imposes is thoroughly benign because his vision
of the ideal is one of harmony and justice” (Ruppel, 1998). This
ideal of justice and harmony for all is contrasted to despotism’s
happiness for the minority.

Conrad conveys almost the same vision of Oriental
despotism as Rudyard Kipling’s idea of native police extorting
the natives and John Stuart Mill, who insists upon the need of
the Indian people for the British Rule to protect their lives and
their properties against their despots. He is all the more similar
to Sir Hugh Clifford’s idea of Malay “vile misrules and a
government which so is incompetent and impotent” (1898: 124)
and their replacement by an “administration that presses
equally upon all alike” (Ibid.) In the nineteenth century, the
misfortunes related to native rule in the Malay Archipelago
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required the intervention of the British “to impose a Western-
type stability onto an ancient heritage of changing political
fortunes” (Yeow, 2009: 48). This idea of Oriental despotism
started to impose itself as a reality when in the sixteenth and
seventieth centuries, scholars and travellers discovered that a
common feature of the Oriental societies of Asia, the Near East,
China and India was this “despotic strength of their political
authority” (Wittfogel, 1957: 1) as well as a monopolisation of
the sources of wealth especially the land (Ibid.). Therefore,
when the project of colonial expansion started, the imperialists
used this feature as a justification for their undertaking,
especially as they spoke about decimating native regimes
through the implementation of Western structures of power.
The result of the decimation of the native regimes by the
imperial structures is the submission of the natives to the
authority of these foreign structures. Authority in Lord Jim is an
important trope. His authoritative power is considerable. Jim
becomes the ‘lord-protector’ of the natives. Since “[h]e loved
the land and the people living in it with very great love [and]
was ready to answer with his life for any harm that should come
to them” (Conrad, 1994: 295), the Patusans are very obedient to
him. Besides, Jim’s political and military expertise makes him
always obeyed. For instance, he manages to unite the people
against the old Rajah, whom they could defeat thanks to their
obedience to and trust in Jim’s power. It is said that after having
plotted against the old Rajah, “Tuan Jim gave his orders and was
obeyed” (Conrad, 1994: 297; emphasis added). Jim’s authority
coupled with the natives’ obedience to him entails the denial of
native authority. Like Conrad, Kipling in “The Man Who Would
be King” observes that one of the most important steps towards
power is to bring protection, security and stability to a lost
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people like those of Kafiristan. Dravot observes that he and
Carnihan came to “make Kafirstan a country where every man
should eat in peace and drink in peace and ’pecially obey us”
(Kipling, 1953: 181; emphasis added). The word ‘obey’ is
associated with the mission of bringing peace and security to
the people of Kafiristan to emphasise the importance of the
mission for the sake of power. It also means a denial of the
native authority that is to be replaced by that of the two English
subjects. In “His Chance in Life” (1888), Kipling points out the
importance of not being disobedient to the imperial authority,
through the SIMILE of the native as a child. He observes that it
should never be forgotten that “unless the outward and visible
signs of Our Authority are always before a native he is as
incapable as a child of understanding what authority means, or
where is the danger of disobeying it” (Kipling, 1994b: 81). It
means that the natives need to be obedient to the imperial
power in the same way as children need to accept the authority
of their parents.

Conclusion

As a conclusion, it is clear that Kipling, Forster and Conrad
consolidate the British imperial power in the Orient at the
expense of native power structures. They celebrate the
encroachment of English political power in the Orient. As a
consequence of this, they deny native rules by their focus on
the idea of Oriental despotism, misrule and corruption as the
essential vices that incite a decimation of native rule. This
process of denying native rule is accompanied by the subject
people’s obedience to the colonial authority. This shows the
extent to which British Orientalist discourse is committed to the
political power of the British Empire. It also shows the
deployment of ideological devices to consolidate this power.
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Perhaps it is pertinent an idea to draw parallels with
contemporary issues, analysing an official discourse by George
W. Bush as an instance. George W. Bush, in his address to the
nation dated to September 7 2003, shows a denial of Iraqi
authority in the same way as it was done for Oriental colonised
countries in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in
colonial discourse. Saddam’s regime is associated with tyranny
and despotism under which terror is encouraged. Therefore, the
United States is viewed as the right power to defend the
oppressed people of Irag. “In Irag, we are helping the long
suffering people of that country to build a decent democratic
society at the center of the Middle East” (Bush, 2003). It means
that the United States gets rid of Saddam’s regime to be
replaced by a process through which democracy had to replace
terror and tyranny. And this “undertaking is difficult and costly —
yet worthy of our nation” (Ibid.). He associates his country with
what can be termed “America’s burden” of bringing the
blessings of democracy to Iraq and defeat the “[e]nemies of
freedom” (Ibid.). This is understood in the association of human
and material sacrifice with the war in Iraqg, as if the United
States were forced to interfere in the internal affairs of a
country, classified among the most dreaded in the West as well
as the most hankered after given its oil reserves.
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