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used to copy from the other. This seems natural because each of them
used to copy from the same civilization.

It has also been evident that each of the novel “Zainab” and “Muyjong”
(meaning lack of love or passion) were the first enli ghtening narrative in
the Arab and Korean literature. They had many points of resemblance and
difference but the points of resemblance were more than the points of
difference. This could have been attributable to the reason we gave for
the resemblance of the work of Rifa’ Al Tahtawi and Yu Kel Zun .

The study and the comparison has revealed the extent of the
development of the Arab and the Korean literatures in form and
substance. It also show a sort of similarity in the path of development and
its tendency and extent which indicates that the significance of these

works are that they represent a new intellectual openness in both
literatures.
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Abstract

The Enlightening Arab and Korean Narrative Works
from the 19™ Century till 1920 -

(A Comparative Study)
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Se Won Chang

Supervisor
Professor Dr. Salah Jarar

The aim of this paper is to compare between the enlightening Arabic
and Korean narrative works at the outset of modern time, noting that the
enlightening narrative works in both Arabic and Korean
literatures—particularly during that period—show several points of
resemblance more than points of difference. The subject of enlightened
narrative tended at the time to display certain ideas of Arab countries and
Korea of which they suffer. This includes the call for liberating the
homeland and achieving its independence, the call for nationalism and
patriotism and openness to others. For this reason, the enlightened
narrative in modern Arab and Korean literatures used to include most of
the intellectual, social, phiilosophical and political aspects without paying
much attention to the phrasing techniques, especially at the beginning of
such enlightenment stage. The first aim was to translate these ideas and to
make them within reach rather than caring about the structural phrasing
form.

It has been clear through this paper that each of “Takhlees Al Ibreez Fi
Talkhees Paris” and “Seo Yo Kyun Mun”, which mean (what I had seen
and heard during my travel to the west), are considered the first two
enlightening books in each of the Arab and Korean literatures. By
comparing the texts of the two books, I have found points of resemblance
and points of difference in the method of presenting the subjects and
thoughts. But the points of resemblance were far more than the points of
difference until they were sometimes identical as if one of the writers
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