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Abstracts

term ‘Arab had been reduced to a mere collective name for a lineage, a
language and a territorial location, as illustrated by Ibn Khaldin. Based on
his theory of al-ijtima ‘ al-insani (human social organization) and history,
Ibn Khaldiin dealt with all human groupings such as gabila (tribe) sha ‘b
(people or great tribe), gawm (group of people), ‘umma (people), milla
(organized religion) and dawla (organized state). According to him, all
these groupings need to be bound together by ‘asabiyya. However, when
he discusses the social and cultural structure of the Arabs as a single
group, Ibn Khaldin depicts their linguistic and geographical location,
defining them as a collective group which is not necessarily bound by one
‘asabiyya. Though al- ‘arab have one common language, their ‘asabiyya
is confined to their tribes and dynastic families. Each of these tribes and
families had a strong feeling of solidarity that made ‘asabiyya a factor of
disunity rather than unity. In a sub-chapter entitled a/- umran al-badawi,
Ibn Kahldiin placed al- ‘arab within the nomadic societies or the “savage
peoples”. Thus the term ‘arab became a synonym of badu. This would
explain why speakers of Arabic, before the rise of the Arab nationalist idea,
used the term even for non-Arab nomads such as Turcoman or Kurdish

tribes, which were called ‘arab al-turkuman and ‘arab al-’Akrad.
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Collective Identities among Speakers of Arabic before the
Rise of Nationalism

Kais Phirro
University of Haifa

This article deals with the collective identity of speakers of Arabic before the
rise of modern nationalism, as illustrated by use of the terms ‘umma, milla,
qaum, sha ‘b, and ‘arab in classical Arabic. Unlike western languages that
derive nationalism from the term nation, modern Arabic derives gawmiyya
from the word gawm which signifies, in classical Arabic, any group of
“people, angels or demons”. The term gawm was used in the same sense as
the ancient Greeks used ethnos. While modern Arabic coined the new term
of gawmiyya (nationalism) from gawm, the European languages derived
from ethnos modern terms to signify a sub-group within a “nation”. The
term ‘umma maintained its religious meaning in classical Arabic until
the emergence of the proto-nationalist idea in the Middle East. Although
classical Arabic differentiates between ‘arab and a rab, the expansion of
Islam beyond Arabia brought many groups of a/- ‘ajam to adopt the Arabic
language, introducing some changes in the connotations of the two terms.
This was the case during the period of shu ‘ubiyya, which revealed the
existence of a pre-modern ethnicity among Arab writers who used ‘arab
and a rab to signify a group that was to be distinguished from al- ‘ajam.
However, considering such an ethnicity as a sort of nationalism — as some
researchers of al-shu ‘iibiyya suggest—would lead to anachronism, since the
shu bi polemic was unable to maintain and elaborate its cultural tradition
so as to penetrate into the social domain of the mass population. When the

term shu ‘ubiyya fell out of use after the 11™ century, the meaning of the
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events are not arranged in temporal order but rather by way of temporal
paradoxes, especially flashbacks. The events are also broken up by means
of alternation, contextualization and second-level narrative. The fact that
the narrator is not proactive at all demonstrates just how narrow women’s
horizons are, due to the fact that men have not been able to free themselves
of their duplicity and their obedience to worn-out traditions which objectify
women and consider them merely instruments for the gratification of their
desires. The same is true of causal links; the causal bonds of cause and
effect are absent and are replaced by a causality based on the author’s
declared feminist ideology, in addition to the more general causality that
dominates the text, namely the oppression of women and their lack of
independence. The absence or weakness of both temporal and causal links
has the effect of making the reader search for alternative links, namely
the kind of analogical links that are the hallmark of modernist novels.
In Silence of Butterflies there are a number of prominent motifs, such as
the repetition of words like “silence”, “butterflies” and “smells”, whose
structure serves the novel’s message. The complex structure of the novel’s

plot also serves as an indication of its modernist nature.
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The Structure of Events in Layla Uthman’s Novel Silence
of Butterflies

Fuad Azzam

Sakhnin College

Our study of the events in Silence of Butterflies leads us to the conclusion
that while the internal and external events are intermixed, the events which
are associated with the female narrator/protagonist are predominantly of an
inner nature, taking the form of inner dialogues, dreams, mental associations
and many flashbacks, while the other, male figures in the novel and the
events which they occasion are external and involve physical motion. This
division conforms to the novel’s viewpoint that men are dominant while
women are weak and forced into silence and into submitting to men’s
commands and desires. Since women are unable to express their views
openly, nor are they able to exercise even the most basic rights, they can
only take refuge in dreams, where they can realize their stifled desires and
hold internal dialogues in which they can silently express what they cannot

say out loud.

The author wove a number of stories together with a variety of different
male characters. These highlight the tragic situation of women in the
Persian Gulf region and in Arab society in general, in an attempt to touch

the reader’s conscience.

The events are structured in modernist form, with relatively weak links

to reality. The chronological link is very weak, in fact nearly absent: the
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perception is used to argue for the importance and usefulness of literature,
the arts and philosophy. All arts perceive objects and persons in their
original and natural appearances to the human mind, prior to their coloring

by psychological explanation, theorization and rationalization.

Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology strengthens the validity of creative
writing and reveals literary “truth” as no less relevant than scientific truth.
Thus, Hakawi al-Magahi becomes a “documentary” of certain Arabs
living in Haifa, and although narrated from a subjective viewpoint, it is

embedded in a real situation.
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Phenomenology of Perception in “The Coffeehouse Tales”

by Maysiin Asadi

Clara Srouji-Shajrawi

University of Haifa

This paper studies the recent collection of short stories by the Palestinian
writer Maystin Asadi: “The Coffechouse Tales” (Hakawi al-Magahi)
(2013) from the perspective of Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology.

Hakawi al-Magahi is characterized by its simple language. It describes
ordinary persons in their daily lives, and deals with seemingly plain and
unsophisticated issues. The writer’s style is spontaneous, moving from one
scene or idea to another in free association. All the tales are narrated from
the point of view of a female secretary who works at a medical center and
spends one hour each morning sitting in a café, looking at the customers
and passers-by to write about them later. This daily free hour at “Nitza
Café” in Hadar (Haifa) delights her, and makes her feel released from all
the responsibilities that shackle her at home and at work. The recurring
elements of place, time and narrator unify the tales and turn this collection
into a series of sorts, with the first tale functioning as a “frame story” or

“introduction”.

The technologically and industrially developed society of our days makes
us question the benefit of such stories, and more generally the relevance
of the arts and abstract theories (including philosophy) for a better human
life.

In this paper Merleau-Ponty’s theory of the phenomenology of human
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of the science of language. The latter, however, is not original. His book
al-’Alfaz al-musta ‘mala fi al-mantiq (Words Used in Logic) provides a
collecting link between language and logic while his Sharh kitab al- ‘ibara
(Commentary on al-‘ibara) is the main link in the Aristotelean-Greek

influence on what al-Farabi wrote.

The main content of al-Farabi’s definitions involves the idea of the principle
of language and his description of its historical-successive evolution. He
was a pioneer in the treatment of this subject in the Arab world and paved

the way for those who followed him, among them Ibn Jinni.

We may thus say that al-Farabi’s thinking on the social aspects of language

prepared the way for Ibn Khaldtin’s theories more than four centuries later.
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In the course of our comprehensive study of al-Farabi’s thought on issues
of language we found him to have been a rational philosopher and scholar,
but no linguist. He was acquainted to some extent with the Arabic linguistic
compositions in his days and may have been familiar with Sibawayhi’s
Kitab. He was perhaps familiar with other materials as well, by way of Ibn

al-Sarraj.

I believe that al-Farabi1 did not make an attempt to produce a new method in
Arabic grammar, nor did he intend to write such a grammar. Furthermore,
he had no effect on the Arabic grammarians in the centuries to follow. A
comparison of al-Farabi with his contemporary al-Zajjaji and his teacher
Ibn al-Sarraj does not reveal any mutual influences among them. Al-Farabit
used definitions from logic rather than from grammar. On the other hand,

he was very much influenced by the ancient Greeks, Aristotle in particular.

In some cases al-Farabi made unwarranted generalizations on linguistic
issues, using expressions such as “all languages”. This may well indicate
that he was not overly familiar with the languages that he compares.
However, I must admit that everything I know about al-Farabi’s linguistic

concepts is restricted to the materials found in his extant writings.

Among al-Farabt’s compositions I found chapters on the principle of
language and on the role of language in society, which is of particular
interest. He included these chapters in his Kitab al-hurif (Book of Letters)
and among the first chapters ofhis 7hsa’ al- ‘uliim (Calculus of the Sciences),

in which he provides a valuable and detailed account of the constituents



Abstracts



AL-MAJALLA

Nazareth, Vol. 6, 2015



