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ABSTRACT

This research deals with the relationship between the "ego" and the
"other" in the ten Mu'alagats, which form a controversial relation that
cannot be denied or ignored. The existence of one of them is considered
as a principal requisite of the other's existence. Understanding them leads
us to comprehend the nature of man's relationship with his environment
and surroundings.

The research has studied the concept of "ego" in language as well as
the psychological and philosophical perspectives. Psychologically, the
"ego" represents the conscious and realized selfness, which is directed
towards man's behaviour that controls his actions. Philosophically, "ego"
has many meanings, some of which are the habitual actions that a person
cares for and ascribes to himself.

The research has also discussed the concept of the "other"
linguistically, psychologically and philosophically. It has been pointed
out that the "other" has several concepts, most of which agree on the
principle of "otherness". That is the "other" is the one who is different
from the selfness. This study attempts to shed the light on the "other" that
has been created or assumed by the poetic egoism. This relation varies
from one poet to another according to the nature of the poetic experience.
The poet's relation with the "other", the praised one, is different from his
relation with the "other", who is satirized. Thus, a poet's relation with the
others differs according to the nature of the "other" himself because the
"other" is one of the factors that form the "ego".

The research has also revealed that the relationship with the "other" is
not a continuous relation of growth of integration; the "other" might be
one of the factors of abstracting the "ego" trying to deprive it of its
existence, identity and entity. In addition, it has been proved that the

"other", who 1s addressed by the "ego", does not necessarily exist in
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reality. The poet's artistic ability may make up that "other" and depict
him through the use of imagination as if he were real; for the poetic
endeavor might have been emotionally created.

'

It has also been shown that the relation between the "ego" and the
"other" cannot be specified as that relation is diverse. It varies and
changes alongside the diversity of views, motives and experiment that the
poet goes through.

As the "Mu'alagats" represent an artistic value, a cultural heritage, and
one of the landmarks of cultural existence of the Arabs, this study aims at
making us recall and live through the Arabic grandeur during that time by
detecting the dimensions of the dual relation between the "ego" and the
"other". This dualism basically leads us to discovering the nature of the

pre-Islamic poet's relation with himself and his wide environment and

society.

The researcher

Saad Sami Muhammed
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