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WOMAN IN GASSAN KANAFANI’S WORKS

by
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Supervisor
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ABSTRACT

The present research sheds light on the representation of woman in
Gassan Kanafani’s novels, short stories, plays and letters (epistles) sent to Ghada
Al-Samman. The study utilizes strategies of close textual analysis in the light of
the structuralist approach.

The findings of the research indicate that the representation of woman in
the literary works of Ghassan Kanafani is shown to be influenced by the
Marxian-leninian ideology. It is also an articulation of the Palestinian Cause,
especially after the Y% ¢A, Furthermore, this representation is influenced by the
stage of relative stability — Beirut Stage- that Ghassan experienced after the Exile
Stage in Damascus and Kuwait.

Moreover, the findings of the research indicate that the woman in the
literary works of Ghassan Kanafani has created two different dimensions as a
response to the considerations of exile, transfer and the Palestinian Cause. In the
first dimension, the representation of woman is carried out with negative

connotations, which is not in harmony with Ghassan Kanafani’s ideology. In the
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other dimension, woman is represented with positive qualities that reflect the
1deology of revolution and change which is considered to be a major pillar over
which Ghassan’s ideology rests. However, Ghassan’s portrayal of all these
images is carried out mostly with symbols that can help readers make a

connection between the woman in his literary works and the land.
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