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SUMMARY OF THE RESEARCH

INTRODUCTION

** Language is considered a tool used by human beings
to express their feelings, their needs and their behavior
towards each other. It has a social nature which allows one to
communicate with others as it is a method of self-expression
and creation that enriches his life and human culture in

general.

** Recently we witnessed a rising international interest
in teaching foreign languages due to the progress of
international communication methods.

** Bilinguality means a new life style for the person that
affects s personality. Language as a method of
communication is closely related to culture, which means that
learning two languages comesclose to learning two cultures,
which leads to a kind of identity conflict resulting from
learning the second language.

** Adolescence is the most affected period by the
identity conflict, for it is the time when the personality is
newly formed. The cultural identity of the bilingual
adolescent is thus affected, so he wouldn’t know what he
wants to be or who he really is in other people’s



perspectives. Then the emotional contradiction evolves in his
behavior and knowledge.

** This study is aims to determine the relationship
between bilingua-lism and the formation of the cultural
identity of adolescents.

THE PROBLEM:

The problem of the study can be expressed in the form
of the following questions:

** What is the difference between the mother tongue
and the second language in terms of structure and meaning?

** What are the differences between the cultural
environment of the mother tongue and the studied foreign
language?

** What is the relationship between the different aspects
of the person’s development and learning a foreign language?

** How is the cultural identity of the adolescent
influenced by learning in a foreign language?

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:

The objectives of the study are as the following :

** To find out the relationship between bilinguality and
the formation of the cultural identity.
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** To determine the differences between the adolescents
who studied in a foreign language and those who studied in
the mother tongue in terms of forming their cultural identity.

** To find out the differences between the bilingual girls
and the boys in the degree of their cultural identity.

** To build a tool to measure the degree of the
formation of the adolescents cultural identity.

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY:

The hypotheses of the study were as follow:

(1) There are statisticaly significant differences between the
average grades between students studying in a foreign
language and those studying in Arabic.

(2) There are statisticaly significant differences in average
grades between the boys studying in a foreign language
and those who study in Arabic.

(3) There are statisticaly significant differences in the
averages grades between the girls studying in a foreign
language and those who study in Arabic.

(4) There are statisticaly significant differences in the
averages grades between the male and female students
studying in a foreign language.
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METHODOLOGY:

-~ A. The Sample:

The sample of the study was (364) males and females,
randomly selected from secondary private schools (Arabic
and Language) in Cairo and Alexandria, in the school year
94/1995. The parents of all the students are Egyptians,
permanent residents of Egypt and hold a university degree.
All of the students have spent a minimum of 10 years at their
schools. Studying either in Arabic of in a foreign language.

Their age rangéd between 15 to 17 years with an
average (16.3) and S.D. (2.8).

B. Tools :
The following tools were used:

1- A questionnaire for collecting data prepared by the
researcher.

2- A questionaire for measuring the degree of cultural
identity of adolesents prepared by the researcher.

3- A questionaire for collecting data in social standered
(cultural economi-cal) prepared by Salah Mokhemer.

THE STATISTICAL ANALYSIS:

The following statistical techniques were used:
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1- Mathematical averages.
2- Standard dewiation.

3- Percentile scores.

4- FAI correlation.

RESULTS:
The results of this study could be summed up as follows:

** There are statistically significant differences in the
averages grades between the students studying in a foreign
language and those studying in Arabic.

**  There are statisticaly significant differences in the
averages grades between the male students studying
in a foreign language and those studying in Arabic.

¥* There are statisticaly significant differences in the
averages grades between the females studying ina
foreign language and those studying in Arabic.

** There are statisticaly significant differences in the
averages grades between the male and female
students both studying in a foreign language.

Hence the hypotheses of the study have been fulfilled.
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