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ABSTRACT

The controversy among traditional schools was traced bhack to the
initiation of Arabic grammar. In this respect the writer preponderat-
ed the version of Abul- Aswad Add- u'ali and argued for the fact that
the latter's contribution to Arabic linguistics superceded the letter
dot invention te some certain basic syntactic issues, including the

subjective and objective cases .

Naturally, differeuces between grammarians occurred during the
initial stages of the formulation of Arabic grammar. Later on, these
differences culminated to vehement,.rather boring debated and blind
adherence:to one side or another? Although those contests were colou~-
red in certain ingtances with some misconceptions, they contpibuted quite
substantially toward the construction of coherent and integrated theory

of grammar .

Many scholars had investigated the controversial issues between
the major sclivols of grammar in general, but few, addressed, though
directly, the differences within the Basrite school itself. This per~

spective was the fgocus of the present study,

.Three main approaches ol investigation were identified and dis-
cussed, Viz, analogy, i-e strict observation of the syntactic rules, usage
"samd:9" and rule modification. Yet the 1ast.method, advocated by Al-
Xhalil, meant little beyond interpre £ing the deviation from the pres-

cribed rule as a poetic licence or a semantic necessity .
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To draw a compreliensive view, of the internal Basrite 1iguistic'
contests, the study had devoted an appreciable proportion to tlie later
differences just as well. The discussions highlighted two types of con-

clusion regarding the specific issues at hand and the broad generaliza-

tions deduced from the entire study .

The following examples wolld illustrate the firast type:

a ~ The stﬁdy endorsed Al-Akhfash's contention that the reason for the
present verb mode, being in the frjominative, is both the absence of
a subjunctive or a jussive particle and its liability to replace

the noun .,

b -~ The s{udy also proved Al-Alkhfash's stand that the reason for gover-

ning the apodisis in the jussive is its cccurrence close to the

protasis .

¢ - In the realw of ?i9ra:b "declension", i-e vowelling the word en-
ding, the waiw, ?alif and Ya:? were envisaged as hamely markers

of number, declension, and declension phonemes simultaneously

) i . . .
d - Moreover, a verbal noun "masdar affiliated with its verb can be
used as Hazl 'an adverb of manner'! in structures as ?ata: rakbDan
'he came running'® whereas a verbal noun which is not affliated

with its verb ¢oannot, except in rare usages, such as ja:?a Zaydun

buka:?an ' Zeid came crying'.

e - In addition, Al-Khalil's views concerning the fﬁnction of kayla

& ’
'how'! in the Jussive, being a part of the jussive kayfama were

endorsed by the writer on the analogy o [ the recognized jussive
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ma: 'what' which is a part of the jussive malima 'whatever' .

f - Futhermore, the Basrite views regarding the unlikelihood of the
super{luence of the wa:w was also adopted in this study. Even
the wa:w which appears in examples illustrating the opposite view,
such as the Quranic verse latta: 713 a: Jat?utha wa-futiliat ?abwa:

1)

buhn:( 'And when they approach it (paradise) and its doors open
»++) can be interpreted as a conjunctive having an implicit apod-

osis understood from extra -~ linguistic clues .

As an example of the second type of conclusion mentioned above, it

was concluded that Al-Mubarrid was influenced by Abdullalh Ben Abi Ishaq's

analogical appﬁ%ch, and that Al-Akhfash adopted Yunis's usage approach
'sama:9' and like many other linggists, he embraced the modification of
the existing rules to account for any possible exception under the pre-

text of poetic licence or reasonable semantic jugtification .

The broad generalization pointed out that the Intra-Dasrite con-
troversy was genuine and was nol less accute than the Basrite kufi dis-
pute. It was also concluded that the kufi-Basrite contest was not unt-
form, yet it allowed variation within uniformity. The kufis emburked
on the shortcomings of the Basrite, and formulated some rules and gen-
eralizations which could not really rise to the standard of a completes

syntactic theory .

(1) Quran 73/39 .
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