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ABSTRACT

This research aims to present a general idea about the theoretical and
methodological developments during the last half century with reference to the
Generative School of Thought, first theorized by Chomsky 1957. These developments
may be summarized in three stages: 1) The Syntactic Structures Theory; 2) Standard &
Extended Standard Theory and the most important; 3) The Government and Binding
Theory (Principles and Parameters), which includes the subsidiary theories: X-bar
Theory, ©- Theory (Theta Theory) and Bounding Theory. In addition to the Minimalist
Theory, the Generative Theory is considered among the most important of modern
developments in the field of Linguistics. This research summarizes the important
features of development in the Generative Theory in all of its stages, and applies some
examples from the Arabic language.
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The research calls for caution in the application of this theory to Arabic for two
reasons: First, this theory is still in the stage of development and; secondly, little has
been written or translated into Arabic about this theory, therefore limiting its
application. The researcher calls for further research into this theory in order to enrich
knowledge about the Arabic language.

) Chomsky " "
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Syntactic ) " o " (Chomsky)
(structures

The logical structure ) "
(of linguistic theory

O

(Syntactic structures) "

0

(Competence)
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.Finite State Grammar -
.Phrase structure Grammar -

.Transformational Grammar -
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Grammar " !
Grammar " " 0
[l
Grammatical
.Ungrammatical
Syntactic
Component
.Transformational Component Base Component
( ) Base component
.Structure Rules
.Lexicon
Rules

:0) Syntactic Structures
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1- Sentence — NP + VP . + «— -
2- VP —Verb + NP + «— -
3-NP —| NP sing — -
NP pl |: :|
4-NPsing —T+N+ . + + — -
5-NP—pl T+N+s . + + — -
6- T —The L e -
7- N — Man, ball, . — -
8- Verb — Aux+V . +

9- V_, Hit, Take...,etc (...
10- Aux — C (M) (have + en) (be + ing) . «— -

f

f

11- M— will, can, may, shall, . -

Diagram
Brackets
Sentence
N Vp/\
NP A\
PL SING
S 1] +N T Aux
the man hit Have

Ball The
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:(Brackets ) -
[S—» NP + VP] VP — Verb + NP] NP—— T+N] N — T+N]]]
M+ — [+ «— [ * <« ]
L =)0 =) = ) = ). =)
- ( = +«— ) =)

(S = Sentence). (NP = noun phrase). (Vp = verb phrase). (N = noun).
(V =verb). (P1=plural). (Sing = single). (T = the). (Aux = auxiliary)

0

"Transformational component "
Rules "

"Supplementary Rules' " Transformational

Obligatory Rules .
Optional Rules

Deletion
Expansion

Replacement ( )
Addition

Reduction ( )
.Permutation ( )
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performance
(

(Deep structure)

(surface structure)

-( )

Universal Grammar"

¥ s ot ) A e el 0l sl oy o



(18 AX8) as o By s
( n

)

()

¥ At Do et b 19 o yuiid| 10 Gubitald | dutar b el XN S ANEYN Quay



G st a0 g R Bngaal g By N e e

Psycholinguistic

Morpho-Phonemic

- Standard Theory -
.Extended Standard Theory
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Aspects of The Theory of Syntax '

(Standard Theory)

( )Aspects of The Theory of Syntax '

( )

Lexicon Structure Rules

+

Categorical Rules
Sub Categorization Rules
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JInterpretive Semantic

"Generative semantic"

.Extended Standard Theory "
( )

n n .

Studies on Semantic in

" o ( )generative Grammar

.{ )Conditions on Transformations
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X)
(Bar
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)
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() () (

"Government & Binding Theory"
"Minimalist Program’

. Binding Theory Government Theory
(G.B)
Principles & Parameters

Lectures on Government & binding

n
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Knowledge of Language — Its) (Nature, Origin, And Use "

(Universal Grammar)
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( ) Parameters
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N 88 AVERN (iaay * A ot Do) ot €19 o gusid| 0 gubitald gl | e by Sl



(18 AX8) as o By s

X- Bar Theory.( ) -
.Thematic theory (& Theory) ( -) -
.Bounding theory -
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.Government Theory -
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X-bar Theory ()
( )
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«( )( -) -
Thematic theory (& Theory) ( -)
( )
) " " " 1]
- (
Predicate "
.Arguments " "
Arguments
Thematic theory ) ( =)
( ) .((© Theory
Patient ( ) Agent
(© - Roles) .Goal " "
( )
.Theta Criterion
" (© - grid)
] ] < >
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.Semantic Selection

N 88 AVERN (iaay * A ot Do) ot €19 o gusid| 0 gubitald gl | e by Sl



(18 AX8) as o By s

Category Selection
> n n [ ] < > n n

n n

Full Interpretation
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Move a " !
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Theory Case
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(
('s) (Genitive)
(Me) )
(My)
)
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