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Abstract
This thesis attempts to shed light on the phenomenon of employing
pre-Islamic characters in Abbasid poetry and the extent to which Abbasid
poets used that in poetry. It also seeks to highlight the artistic value of that

trend, if we may call it.

It is comprised of an introduction and three chapters: review of
literature, discussion and conclusion. The first chapter sets the framework,
significance, major thesis questions, thesis skeleton and review of related

literature.

The Preface discusses the conceptual definition of employment in
poetry and how old and contemporary critics view it. It also tackles the
motives behind its use, significance of the poets’ cultural background and

the relationship between poets and their audience.

Chapter One pinpoints the employment of religious characters and
shows the connectivity between the poets, the religious texts and its poetic
adaptation. This chapter addresses three variables: characters of the
prophets and messengers, those who are God-fearing and righteous and

those who represent evil and hold an antireligious attitude.

Chapter Two delves into the employment of historical figures, areas in
the Abbasid poetry in which such figures were employed and the
connection between the era of Abbasid poets and eras of other nations. It is
comprised of two sections: the social and political figures and the literary

and scientific figures.

Chapter Three examines some technical issues of the poetic trend such
as ways and/or patterns of character employment, significance of

characters, imagery and artistic evaluation.
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Finally, the conclusion holds the findings that the researcher has

reached.

First, a very close relationship exists between the Poets of the
Abbasside Era and their cultural heritage, as they have heavily relied on it,

in their acknowledgments of pre-Islamic characters.

Second, the religious characters described in the Holy Qur’an, are
among the most notably acknowledged characters in the Abbasside poetry,

that along with citations to their life events.

Third, the matter of Poetic appraisal has been evident to the abundant
utilization of historic and religious character acknowledgment in “earning a

living” at the time.

Fourth, inconsistencies exist amongst Abbasside poets when it comes
to them dealing with the phenomenon of poetic character-acknowledgment,
as it has been shown that “Modernizing Poets” at the likes of Abu
Tammam, Al Mutanabbi, Ibn al-Rumi, Buhturi, and Abu-Nuwas have been

those who most commonly have dealt with this phenomenon in their works.



