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The Speech Act of Compliment: A Study of Syntactic Constructions and Expressional
"Styles Used on Facebook standard science"

Hatern Obid ; Zekra Al kabeli
The Department of Arabic and its Literature - College of Arts ,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

(Received 28/1/1438H; Accepted for publication 1 0/5/1438H)

Keywords: speech act, expressives, compliment, expressions of compliment, politeness.

Abstract: The researchers have dealt with compliment alternately, describing. it speech act that
speakers are keen on producing and using in interactions across different cultures. The researchers
began with exposing the outcomes of interesting studies which examined this speech act in variety of
western cultures in term of the function that it fulfills, the structural constrictions that scaffold it, the
topics that it revolves around, and the types of responses that answer it.

The researchers dedicated the important section of the research paper to track the behaviour of
compliment in the Arabic language, based on the most important social media, Facebook, which is
considered by the researchers as a dynamic arena that enabled to spot the used expressions of
compliment and to figure out the variety of its genres, structural constructions, and expressional
styles.

The researchers concluded that Face bookers have their own ways to express their appreciation using
Arabic, which proved o be eclectic and creative contrary to what the expressions of compliment seem
to be, in numerous western studies, nearly as clichés viewing the proclivity of the terms and
structures in those expressions toward sameness and typology.
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