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Abstract

The research represented a monitoring of one of the important narrative arts in
the history of modern Arabic literature, and | mean the short novel, by
highlighting the work of an Iragi writer whose work contributed to
supplementing the art of fiction with his distinguished writing. The study
concluded with results that can be mentioned as follows :

V. The formation of the writer’s thematic structure appears different in his three
short novels, as the topic of each novel falls within the context of a different
topic, whether political or social, from the topic of the other novel, which
made the writer’s work in clear contrast.

Y. Amir Boulos’s novels were characterized by relative brevity and
condensation in terms of event and subject matter.

Y. Signs of experimentation in form and subject matter appeared in the writer’s
novels, especially the novels (Instruments for the Shadow of Ra’a) and
(Yana’u His Body).

¢. The influence of literary works on the writer was evident, as he expressed his
visions in them, such as (the novel Love in the Time of Cholera, the famous
dance of Zorba, and the book The History of Madness by Claude Caitel), all
of that in his short novel (His Body Mourns), whose texts represented
intertextuality. With these themes, in addition to the philosophical tendency
that distinguished his short novel (His Body Mourns), in addition to the
intense and poetic language, we do not say tyrannical, but it is on par with
the narrative language, despite the fact that (Amir Boulos) was a poet before
he was a novelist.

. The writer (Amir Boulos) chose this type of short novels, for two reasons.
The first is the result of his short narrative experience. He began his
experience with poetry, then writing short stories, and then the short novel.
In addition to that, perhaps the writer did not want to put himself in the
experience of the long novel, which is tantamount to A hearty meal that
requires extensive preparations, details, and digressions. In addition, the
short novel is quick and short to be read in one sitting, which suits the
requirements of the new era and fast times.

1. The tendency of the writer (Amir Boulos) to include a prose poem in his
short novel (His Body Mourns) because it fits with his short fiction texts. In
addition, Syriac literature tends towards branches more than roots, so we
notice that Syriac writers wrote very short stories and did not write short
stories. They wrote in the short novel and did not write in the huge long



novel. They wrote in the prose poem, which is a branch of the ta’feel poem.
This means that Syriac literature wanted to give itself a place in Arabic
literature.

V. The characters are few and the time and place are limited. The writer did not

mention names due to the limited size of the novel.

A. Amir Boulos’s texts were open to modern narrative techniques and formulas,

such as intermingling with other genres such as poetry, memoirs, letters, and
actors. This approach is one of the characteristics of postmodern literature .

1. The theme of the moving place was the distinctive stylistic feature in Narda

Yo

AR

Aqir’s short novel, which did not appear in the texts of his other novels.
Instruments for a shadow that saw and mourns his body

. Special topics in Amir Boulos received wide importance, such as the topic

of forced displacement, close proximity, isolation, and what is related to
them. This importance was distributed among the three novel texts, and the
topic of displacement was of particular importance in the novel Mazaifat, so
that it remains seen as an important event in the writer’s life and a reflection
on his life from the occupation of the city of Mosul by ISIS gangs. The year
Y «) fand what the events of previous wars generated, such as the eight-year
war with Iran and its impact on the Iragi people

. The writer Amir Boulos wanted to introduce novelistic experimentation into

his short novelistic texts. He was able to be different in every work of
fiction. He worked on the exotic and on the interpenetration of genres.
Sometimes he worked on the language and sometimes on the novelistic
rhythm. Thus, each of his works had privacy and a specific form.
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