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ABSTRACT

This study sets out from a hypothesis that requires to be affirmed or to negate its
truthfulness, The said hypothesis suggests that Ihsan Abbas (1921-2003), a critic of
ancient and modern Arabic poetry, adopting a special method characterized by:
reading through poetical experiment from within a perspective that makes it possible
to other types of readings, such romantic, social (moral), historical, psychological and
formal (textual), to be brought together. Without neglecting the principle of
compatibility that exemplifies the critic's works.

To achieve this end the study pushes through Ihsan Abbas's works in criticizing
ancient, immigrant and modern poetry, as a block, that illustrates a critical discourse
characterized, at one instance, as belonging to the same genre and at another as
representing different categories, And to add yet additional clarity around the nature
of his criticism the study assigns a full chapter to get acquainted with the pillars of his
theory about poetry and his attitude towards poems, their nature, their language, their
music, and what features they imply and reflect, in regard to form and richness of
their contents.

Besides, in an effort to consummate and perfect the form, the study turned to
Ihsan's stance in regard to criticism, explaining his understanding of a critic's
relationship with texts, analytical tools and the criteria he employs to support his
conclusions. This virtually highlights many of the factors about the depth of Ihsan's
vision depending, as far as possible or necessary, on benefiting from his own poetical
experience as a practicing poet himself, such as textual and non-textual readings
employed in modern Arab and non-Arab works of criticism. This is what the study
confirms.
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