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ABSTRACT

“Grammatical and Linguistic Usage Optimality in Ibn Malik’s book:
Sawahid al-Tawdih”

By: Mohd Nizwan bin Musling
Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Yahya Athiyyah Ababneh

This study discussed the Hadith structures which are in contradiction with the
Arabic standard grammar, as stated in Ibn Malik’s book (Sawahid al-Tawdih), in the light
of Optimality Theory. It aims to measure the degree of these structures comply in
accordance with the two criterion of optimality: Grammatical Optimality and Linguistic
Usage Optimality. Then, the study tries to discover the nature of the linguistic law which
governs these structures and its effect on the emerging of the Alternative Forms

syntactically and semantically.

Using analytical explanatory description method, findings of the study showed
there are four types of the grammatical violation found in Hadith’s structures, namely
ungrammatical additional linguistic item, ungrammatical deletion, grammatical violations

related to the sign parsing and ungrammatical substitution.

The linguistic law that governs these structures is characterized by the optional
working nature which is contributing to the violation of one or more grammatical elements,
besides their fulfillment of acceptance and linguistic usage criteria. This optional linguistic
law acts in different directions, most notably the action between work and disruption, one
inflectional parsing, false analogy, and reciprocated adverse direction. The effects of all
these actions are producing the alternative forms of syntactical structure which have their
similar language uses from the Quran and its readings, as well as Arabs prose and poetry.
So, it can deny the connection of grammatical violation with compulsive poetry or

specificity of the poetic language.

The evaluation of ungrammatical Arabic structure based on the two criterion of
optimality (Grammatical Optimality and Linguistic Usage Optimality) can avoid us from
using the multiple grammars, a variety of results and evaluations such as an error and
humiliation for wrong language usage and analyzing by the estimation and structural

interpretation tool. In fact, this study proved that grammatical violations in some Hadith
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structures play a very important role in transferring messages and conveying a meaning
which cannot be done by any language structure with correct grammar as a whole. So, this
kind of structures can be categorized as semantic La langue. Meanwhile, some
grammatical violations can be categorized as historical La langue, as it indicates the

development of Arabic Language itself as happened with other Semitic languages.

Keywords: Optimality, Hadith Structures, Shawahid al-Tawdih, Alternative Forms, La
langue.
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