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Abstract

Title: The Craftsmen In The Pre-Islamic Poetry
Prepared by : Ali Mustafa Mohammed Asha

The study investigates craftsmen in the Pre-Islamic poetry. One of the
reasons of this study was the common talks about craftsmen in the Pre-
Islamic poetry and the scarcity of studies on this topic.

The thing which may enhance the importance of investigating this
topic and studying it comprehensively, which can explain the importance of
these crafts and their role in the composition of the Pre-Islamic economical

life , was the correlation of this topic with the Arab economical life in the
Pre- Islamic period.

It was common among many researchers to state that the Pre-Islamic
life was Bedouin and pastoral life :it was empty of any aspects of civilization
and refinement . Therefore, it was necessary to restudy that period ;
carrying out a new study through the Pre-Islamic poetry so that we might

determine whether the Pre-Islamic poetry talked about a civilized or a
pastoral life,

The study was based on a basic hypothesis which was summed up in
that the Pre-Islamic poetry talked about many crafts and careers. the least
of which was the shepherd career. Moreover it assumed that the
Pre-Islamic poetry talked about the farmers , traders , manufacturers and
art people than it talked about shepherds.

The study aims at revealing craftsmen's images in the Pre-Islamic

poetry and investigating the viewpoints which have become popular about
the dominance of shepherd career in the Arab life.

The study was based on %wro njlezh})ds: the descriptive method which
helped me in finding out how much it was common in talking about
craftsmen, while the other method was the analytical method which I used to
analyse the findings using the investigational statistics.

The researcher has found that the Pre-Islamic poetry was almost
empty of shepherds ' images . Thus , the Pre-Islamic poetry had depicted
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for us the civilized life which was based on agriculture , manufacturing and
trading , while at the same time shepherd career was more correlated with
slaves than it was with free people as it appeared in the Pre-Islamic poetry .

So, the Per-Isilamic poetry had deicpted the writers, farmers,
munfacturers , traders and art people , while it neglected talking a bout
shepherds. .

The study showed that crafts were not despised by the Pre-Islamic
Arabs , and provided that some Arab did that , this was true only among
Bedouins , but not among urban populations who settled down in cities and

villages , and who were basically dependent on agriculture | manufacturing
and trading .

Thus, the study has come to support the hypothesis from which the
study has started, that is, the per-Islamic poetry had depicted a civilized life,
and not a bedouine one .
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