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Reserch Summary

This study addresses syntactic cohesive devices, both semantic and lexical, from
two aspects. The first aspect theoretically investigates the fact that early grammarians
tackled syntactic cohesion by tracing the most significant sayings of such grammarians
from the second century AH beginning with Sibawayh, the greatest and most
renowned of all linguists and grammarians of the Arabic language, to the tenth century
AH concluded with as—Suyitt and linking them to those of modern grammarians. The
second aspect highlights the employment and semantic relations of such cohesion as

used in practice by al-Jahiz in his book Kitib al-Bukhala’ (The Book of Misers).

The study shows that cohesion is the key element in cementing linguistic
construction and strengthening and harmonising speech and that were it not for
cohesion, the sequence and understanding of speech would have been blemished by
ambiguity and uncertainty, hence the care given by ancient grammarians to this
important aspect in their literature, even though it did not have the same designation
common to modern grammarians, i.e. cohesion or linking. Moreover, al-Jahiz was
aware of the importance of cohesion in strengthening and cementing meaning and his

works clearly attest to his use of linking devices and awareness of their function.

The study is presented in a brief preface which introduces al-Jahiz (name and
lineage, teachers and disciples, works, death) and his book Kiab al-Bukhala’
(reasons for authoring the book, misers is his tales) and is followed by the chapters of
the research. The first chapter addresses ‘syntactic cohesive devices and their impact
on meaning as presented by ancients and moderns’ and contains two sections, the
first of which is entitled ‘the originality of syntactic cohesive devices in the heritage’
and the second ‘the impact of moderns on the development of syntactic cohesive
devices’. The second chapter tackles ‘semantic connectives in Kilzb a/l-Bukhalg” and
consists of two sections; the first one covers predicate relations, including those of the
subject and predicate, verb and agent, and verb and deputy agent, while the second

covers particularisation relations, including those of transitivity, the genitive
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construction, causation, adverbials, emphasis and specification, co—occurrence,
exception, explanation, and subordination. The third chapter discusses ‘lexical
connectives in Kilgb al-Bukhalg” and comprises two sections; the first section is on
linking by explicit pronouns, including sentence-—predicates, sentence-adjectives,
sentence—circumstantia accusatives, relative clauses, detached pronouns, and
demonstrative pronouns, while the second is on linking by particles, including
conjunctions, particles that introduce the verb in the accusative case, conditional
particles, the faa in the result part of conditional sentences, interrogative particles,

exceptive particles, and prepositions.

The study begins with an introduction which outlines the subject, its importance,
reasons for its selection, its intended objectives, previous relevant studies, research
methodology and plan, and key source materials and references. The conclusion sets
out the most important findings and recommendations and is followed by various

technical indices.

And Allah is the Granfor of success.

Researcher: Fatimah Bint Ibrahim Bin Ali Al Mahmoud.



