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Philologists and Linguists of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(Ahmad Abdul Ghafour Attar as a Special Case Study)

Muhammad Hasan Bakalla
Professor, Arabic Linguistics and Phonetics, Dept. of Arabic, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The interest in the Arabic language in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is multidimensional, varied
and has been influential in all directions. On the other hand, the interest in Saudi linguisis and philologists in
respect of their contribution to general linguistics or Arabic linguistics is, to my knowledge, almest non-
existent. And undeservedly so!

The subject 1 have thus chosen is an attempt to redress the balance and shortcomings. [t certainly
deserves a thorough investigation and may be studied at various postgraduate levels in order to establish a
satisfactory framework of reference in this new field of research. This objective, unfortunately, | cannot
achieve alone, for it requires many researchers and cooperation from various quarters and institutions to reach
this goal.

Hence this paper presents one of the Saudi philclogists, namely the late Ahmad Abdul Ghafour Attar
as an example of a hard working, intelligent, and productive scholar who hagd left numerous philolegical
works which deserve thorough study. Tn this regard I will focus on the following areas of his philological
activities for presentation and evaluation in the light of modern approaches in linguistics:

1. His stand and viewpoint concerning fiusha Arabic;
2. His contribution to the editing of carly Arabic philological works; and
k) His contribution to the fields of translation, arabicization and lexicography.

It is to be noted that my treatment herein will not be exhaustive. My main aim in the whole paper here
is to point aut an interesting area of investigation which has been neglected for so long, and [ can consider
this scanty study as an eye opener to this area of research, hoping to attract other investigators to this virgin
land of plenty.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

