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ABSTRACT

This research studies the impact of water on Andalusi poetry, by shedding
light on the effect of the distinct Andalusi environment abundant in water resources -
fresh in rivers, streams, channels, and saline in seas- on public and personal tastes;
this water "civilization" relished in ponds, fountains, dams, watermills and public

baths, and extended its effect to royal palaces and houses.

Water, however, affected the more exclusive literary cycles in two distinct
ways. First, water scenery was the backdrop of literary meetings and competitions of
poets and writers as they usually took place on river and dam banks and river cruises;
the second effect appeared in the literary products, especially poetry, in the vivid
description of lavish water surroundings of rivers, seas, gardens, streams, ponds,
water mills, as well as falling rain, snow and hail. Water effect on the Andalusi poem
is manifested in the choice of words and terms, as well as in imagery, denotations,
connotations and rhyme of verses, endowing the Andalusi poem with the distinct

feature of water running through its words, forms, and structures.
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