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Factors influencing the length of stay in Jordan: tourists
perspective

Akram Atef Rawashdeh, Tourism and Travel Department, Yarmouk
University, Irbid.

Abstract

The study aims to reveal factors affecting the length of stay of tourists in Jordan. It
examines the impact of certain variables on the length of stay, including: the
characteristics of tourist movement to Jordan, the socio-economic variables of tourists
and the number of their previous visits to Jordan and their purpose. A questionnaire was
designed and distributed to a sample of 274 individual tourists because of their
independency in determining the length of their stay. The sample was chosen randomly
from visitors of many sites in Jordan. The study based on statistical regression analysis
(Linear Regression). As a result, it became evident that the length of stay of tourists in
Jordan is very short (less than five nights). It demonstrated that there is a statistical
significance according to a number of variables including: gender, nationality, number of
previous visits, type of accommodation and its classification, purpose of visit and
tourists’ expenditure. It revealed that there was high satisfaction from the tourist point of
view concerning security, stability, tourist restaurants and the tour guidance in Jordan.
The study recommended the need for promoting Jordan as a one destination per se for its
safety and security, on the other hand, a special attention should be give to diversify of
tourist product in Jordan by focusing on event tourism.

Keywords: Jordan, length of stay, demand, tourist, tourism.
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(1)

Questionnaire number (do not fill it please)................... Date.......coovvvviiiiiiins
Dear visitor:

Good morning/ afternoon, we are pleased that you decided to visit Jordan. This
questionnaire aims to determine the factors affect the length of stay in Jordan. So please
fill this questionnaire carefully in order to accomplish good results.

With all my regards

1. Gender: (please tick one) [ ] male [ ] female
2. Marital status [ ] single [ ] married
3. Nationality [ JUSA [ ] British [ ] Canadian
[ | Germany [ ] France [ ] Australia
[ ] Spain [ ] Russia [ ] Italy
[ ] Netherlands [ ] Switzerland [ ]Sweden
[ ] Belgium [ ] New Zealand [ ] Austria
[ ] other (please Mention it)............covviveenienireenenninnnnnnn.
4. Age: (please tick one)
[ ] less than 20 [ 120-29 [ 130-39
[ 140-49 [ 150-59 [ ] 60 and more
S. Level of education: [ ] High school [ ]
Bachelor
[ ] Master degree [ 1 PHD degree
6. Monthly income [ ] less than 500 § [ 1500-1000%
[ 11001-15008 [ 11501-20008
[ ] more than 20008
7. For what purpose you are coming to Jordan (please tick the main motivation)
[ ] Visiting archeological sites [ ] visiting friends and relatives
[ ] Eco-tourism
[ ] health [ ] Religious tourism
[ ] conference
[ ] Adventure [ ] study
[ ] Other (please specify it

8. How many time did you visit Jordan before? (Please tick one)
[ ] None [ ] Once [ ] Twice | ] Three times and more
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9. How did vyou know about Jordan? (Tick any of the following options)

[ ] The Internet [ ] Friends and relatives [ ] Media
[ ] Books and guides [ ] Travel agency/ Tour operator

[ ] Fairs and/ or exhibitions

[ ] other (please specify it).......c.vvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiii i, )

10. How many nights you will spend in Jordan. Please write the number .............

11. Labor status
[ | government sector [ ] private sector [ | pensioners
[ ] students [ ] other professions .........................

12. How many children do you have with you in this trip?

[ ] None [ 11— 2 children
[ 13— 5 children [ ] over five children
13. Accommodation
[ ] unclassified [ ]1-2starshotel [ ] 3 stars hotel
[ 14 -5 stars hotel [ ] apartment or villa
14. Type of board
[ ] room only [ ] bed and breakfast [ ] half-board
[ ] full board
15. This trip generally is a:
[ ] first trip in this year [ ] second trip in this year
[ ] third trip in this year [ ] forth trip in this year
16. How much will you spend during this trip?
[ ] less than 500 $ [ 15001000 $ [ 11001 -1500 $
[ 11501 -2000% [ 12001 —3000 $ [ 13001 —4000 $
[ ] over 4000 $
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17. What motivated you to come to Jordan among the following items? (Please
circle the suitable number).

NOT AT ALL IMPORTANT....cccciietiiiiincennnenns VERY | ITEMS
MUCH IMPORTANT

5 4 3 2 1 Climate

5 4 3 2 1 Nature

5 4 3 2 1 Historical site

5 4 3 2 1 Sports

5 4 3 2 1 Mineral

water

5 4 3 2 1 Dead sea

5 4 3 2 1 Petra

5 4 3 2 1 Cities

5 4 3 2 1 Heritage

5 4 3 2 1 Religious site

5 4 3 2 1 Price

5 4 3 2 1 Museums

5 4 3 2 1 Security

18. How did you book your trip?
[ ] self organized [ ] travel agency
[ ] friends and relatives [ ] other ()

19. Below are listed some elements and services that you might consider when you
chose Jordan as a destination. (Please tick the suitable number carefully)

NOT IMPORTENT.................. VERY ITEMS
IMPORTENT
5 4 3 2 1 1. Safety and security
5 4 3 2 1 2. Accessibility to the tourist
sites
5 4 3 2 1 3. Overall cleanliness of the
tourist site
5 4 3 2 1 4. Nature
5 4 3 2 1 5. Climate
5 4 3 2 1 6. diversity of cultural/ historical
attraction (architecture,
tradition, and customs....etc)
5 4 3 2 1 7. Quality of accommodation
5 4 3 2 1 8. Friendliness of the local
people
5 4 3 2 1 9. Quality of local transportation
5 4 3 2 1 10. Local cuisine
5 4 3 2 1 11. Possibility for shopping
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5 4 3 2 1 12. Nightlife and entertainment

5 4 3 2 1 13.  Availability of sports
facilities and recreation
activities

5 4 3 2 1 14. Thermal spa

5 4 3 2 1 15. The Local guide (his
information, language.....)

5 4 3 2 1 16. Prices

5 4 3 2 1 17. Restaurants

5 4 3 2 1 18. Procedures at airport

5 4 3 2 1 19. Museums
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Factors influencing the length of stay in Jordan: tourists
perspective

Asem Baniamer, Department of Arabic Language, King Faisal University,
Soudi Arabia.

Abstract

In its theoretical phase, the study tackles the modernity of thinking imposing that
the human's localizing in the universe is the source of issuing and innovation. The
opposite of this concept is explaining all our life issues according to metaphysics or
supernatural powers. The modernity according to this concept was the aim of study in Al
Qadi Abdul Jabbar's critical researches. It was obvious in many issues of his works
heading by language's originating, agreement and convention. He also concerned
utterance and meaning issue including the relation of sign with its signification.
Additionally, he studied literary interpretation and figurative expressions. All these are
critical issues which was discussed and analyzed by Al Qadi were converted from their
entity as a metaphysical heaven issues to be dealt as a humanistic one.
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The Sea Letter by Ibn Hijja Al Hamawi
(A Substantive and Artistic Study)

Salamh Alghareeb, Department of Arabic Language, Tafila University, Tafila,
Jordan

Abstract
This research paper substantively and artistically studies the Sea Letter by Ibn Hijja
Al Hamawi. This letter is considered an valuable historical and literary document
chronicling the strife that occurred among the princes of the Mamluks, portraying the sea
voyage and reflecting on the atmosphere and horrors of the sea. It also embodies Al
Hamawi’s style that is based on Al Fadhli’s . The letter finally reveals Al Hamawi’s
excessive interest in altawria (Periphrasis).
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Sustainable Development at Jordan Badia
(A Study applied to the Badia region in north — east of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan)

Fahmi Ghazwi, Faculty of Arts, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan
Abdullah Alshorofat, Department Sociology, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the challenges that led to sustainable
development in the north-east Badia region as well as exploring the obstacles and
procedures used to activate it and its potential benefits.

The sample of the study consisted of (200) owners of developmental projects in the
north-east Badia and (10) sponsors of those projects. Findings showed that the most
important challenges led to sustainable development are the high rates of poverty,
centrality of services in cities and the high rates of unemployment.

Moreover, the most important benefits of the sustainable development are the
increase in health awareness through health education and enhancing the income of the
region. The most important means to activate sustainable development are providing the
needed financial resources to establish developmental projects as well as conducting
economical studies. Meanwhile, the obstacles are represented in the lack of knowing the
real needs of the Badia by decision makers, the effect of responsible people decisions on
sustainable development and the weakness in local participation in making decisions
related to development.
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Attitudies of student councils in Jordanian universities
about the effects of the Arab Spring on the development of
national values

Wasfe Aqeel, Dept. of Political Science, Faculty of Law, Yarmouk University,
Irbid, Jordan

Abstract

This study aims to show the attitudies of the student council in jordanians
Universities, about the impact of the Arab Spring on the development of national values ,
and to identify the level of those influences and direction or not , by answering a series
of questions that relate to the measurement of the degree of these effects in the
development of the Jordanian national values

Research questionnaires were distributed to asample the student council in
jordanians Universities, Whom registered in the first semester 2013/2014,The number of
questionnaires suitable for analysis (101) identification of the origin (105) questionnaire
was distributed The study found a positive relationship between the effects of the Arab
Spring and the level of development national values among students, the emotional
aspects, legal and political, social and economic

Keywords: Arab Spring, national values, students council
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Depth of the phrase and Gore of the signal in the language
of the Sufi speech,
Turgeman Al- Ashwag as a model

Mahmoud Hayajnh, Saudi Arabia, Shaqra University, College of Education

Abstract

This research study the Sufi speech discaurse by lesson and analysis, taking model
from the Turjeman Al-Ashwag for the son of an Arabic, and so out of the pursuit of
understanding the relationship between the expressions of Ibn Arabi and his references,
and how their ability to interact with the structure of knowledge, and the ability of vision
poetic detection and enrichment, and this shows that the interaction has two dimensions
of effectiveness: After apparent and after the soles, the first is a threshold for the
crossing of the second. And so the research quest has been struggling in the ability of the
literary text to unveil the structure of cognitive Sufi at Ibn Arabi, also looking at the
extent to which this structure of influence in the formulation of literary poetry, this
brings us to fathom the text and discover the depth of Sufi thought, the goal of the
unseen world and the world of fantasy attendance cognitive, understand dimensions and
understand the spiritual observations and cognitive steps, which makes it a specific
cognitive structure .
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Yarmouk University Students’ Uses of You Tube And Its
Attained Gratification

Hatem Alawneh and Ala'a Makloof, Dept. of Journalism, Faculty of Mass
Communication, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan

Abstract

Video- Sharing sites are considered the most inpentent type of websites in the growing
field of social networks. You Tube is also recognized the most important video — sharing
websits in terms of Popularity. Depending on sharing huge number of users’ videos, it plays
a major role in highlghiting recent events comparing with other mass media.

However, the study aimed at identifying the Uses of Yarmouk University students of
the You Tube and its Gratification attained. Using the survey study on the sample of (300)
students of the Yarmouk university, the study revealed that %88 of the sample used You
Tube for the purposes of entertaining, increasing knowledge, and creating awareness of the
recent local and international events, and getting Access to exceptive videos.

The study also concluded that “environement control” came first comparing with other
gratifacations with a mean of 3.9 and 3.9 respectively. The gratification of social interaction
came after with a mean of 3.2.

Key Words: Video- Sharing sites, YouTube , Uses And Satisfactions
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Libyan Revolution and the Physically Disabled

Hamzeh Shooshan and Fahmi Ghazwi, Faculty of Arts, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan

Abstract

The Study sought to identify the economic social problems faced by the physically
handicapped from the 17th of February Revolution.

Sample of the study consisted of (196) physically disabled individuals upper and
lower amputauion, and paralysis. The study used the social survey approach for the
sampled individuals. Results of the study indicated that the most personal problems
lower and upper amputation individuals face on the social level is difficulty to use public
transportation and to use public facilities. They rely on others to fulfill their daily needs
as they were unable to use their remaining abilities. Results of the study indicated that
amputated and paralyzed individuals have problems in their relationships as they lack the
appropriate social programs assisting them to adapt with their new situation and to return
to society.

Also the revolution disabled individuals' families lack the appropriate counseling
programs assisting them in dealing with the handicapped in the family. On the economic
level, amputated individuals and paralyzed face many problems in their work as a result
of lack of professional rehabilitation programs, lack of suitable infrastructure helping
them go to their work,amputated individuals and paralyzed suffer from high treatment
and financial expenses as the aiding devices are very expensive and the insurance
companies ensuring their right to get treatment is still absent on Libya,also amputated
individuals and paralyzed families suffer from economic burdens resulting from low
income and lack of regulations and laws ensuring the financial compensation to provide
them with a decent life.
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que Le Clézio a cherché et trouvé a Pétra de belles images, de beaux souvenirs
et de la paix qui ont enrichi aussi son "Trésor" que son ame.

/ "Trésor™"
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Comme pour lui tous les chemins se ressemblent, car ceux-ci sont des
retours sur soi, il essaie de chercher d'autres endroits, d'autres pays ou il part
pour fuir, pour chercher des images, pour réver ou plutdt pour se retrouver. Il
part pour Pétra pour entendre d'autres voix, pour écouter celles voix que les
Européens n'entendent pas, celles des gens dédaignés et oubliés qui n'ont pas
une grande voix ni une grande influence, mais ont beaucoup de choses a
apprendre aux autres. Cela est clair dans I'entretien avec Gérard de Cortanze.
"Je veux fuir dans le temps, dit-il, dans I'espace. Je veux fuir au fond de ma
conscience, fuir dans la pensée, dans les mots. Je veux tracer ma route, puis la
détruire, ainsi, sans repos. Je veux rompre ce que j'ai créé, pour créer d'autres
choses, pour les rompre encore. C'est le mouvement qui est le vrai mouvement
de ma vie : créer et rompre ",

Conclusion

A Pétra, "Le Clézio retrouvera l'innocence, la quiétude, et le bonheur de
ces premiers hommes qui vivaient en harmonie avec le silence du monde, et de
la nature 7",

Son voyage au sud de la Jordanie, a Pétra et a son trésor, est un voyage
mémorable puisqu'il en revient par un récit, nommé "Trésor" ou cet endroit
n'est jamais décrit de fagon idyllique.

Le mont Haroun, le tombeau Malaki, et celui des Serpents, les Citernes, le
Trésor, le Syk, wadi Moussa, wadi Siyagh, Wadi Ath Thughra, Wadi Mujib,
la route d'Al Hajara, les Bédouins, le Keffieh, les monts Shara, sont des
toponymes arabes qui enrichissaient son récit.

Le trésor et le désert, ces deux thémes qu'il a cherchés et trouvés a Pétra,
ne sont que I'évocation des images pittoresques qui enrichissent le "Trésor". De
ces thémes viennent la solitude, le bonheur et le réve, en un mot, le trésor qu'il
cherche.

Le trésor, c'est I'ensemble des tas de pierres, des souvenirs, des sables, des
fumées, des rocs gravés, des terres fécondes d'histoire, de réve, de sueur et de
sang. Les montagnes de Pétra qui semblent, pour -lui, des montagnes d'or, de
pierres précieuses, de rubis, de topaze et d'émeraude, sont un tel trésor
intarissable et réel, que personne ne peut l'enlever. Il est la, immobile, juste
pour éblouir celui qui le regarde. Chaque personne y voit un réve, une
imagination, un secret. Ce secret, apparemment, ressemble au "secret du trésor
de Klondike, un endroit ou personne d'autre ne pouvait entrer V",

Ces images, ou l'exotisme oriental, ont donné a son récit un gout spécial en
y mélant des noms de personnes et de toponymes arabes. Enfin, nous trouvons
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La guerre est souvent présente dans ses ceuvres. Clest peut-étre les
différents événements politiques lors de son enfance qui marquent son écriture.
Gérard de Cortanze souligne qu' "au cceur de cette enfance, au coeur de la ville
de Nice et de ses alentours, 1'événement majeur reste la guerre. Toujours
présente, de livre en livre. Parfois quelques mots suffisent pour en rappeler
l'existence, parfois elle est évoquée de fagon plus ample sur plusieurs pages ou
chapitres V",

Dans un clin d'oeil a la présence des Européens, et plus particuliérement
des Frangais, en Jordanie et en Orient en général, a leur histoire, et a la
méfiance des Orientaux envers les touristes et les marchands de l'antiquité, Le
Clézio souligne a la page 167 que le guide touristique jordanien considére les
touristes étrangers comme des voleurs de son patrimoine national.

Parlant des Européens, surtout des Espagnols et des Italiens, il constaste
que la guerre en Irak ne les intéresse absolument pas. Ils y sont complétement
indifférents. Avec leurs casquettes multicolores, ils se baladent a Pétra, parlent
fort et prennent des photos sans s'en préoccuper.

11 Tui semble qu'il atteint le secret en se réunissant a I'histoire, au temps ou
le monde était plus charitable et "encore innocent". Au mont Haroun, son cceur
bat fort et la solitude de la guerre éveille en lui I'amertume. I1 sent qu'il entend
les cris des enfants, les bruits des voix et les coups de massette de ceux qui
sculptent la pierre.

Deux images de deux mondes différents s'entremélent : c'est celle de
I'Orient, avec le soleil, la sécheresse et le désert, et celle de 1'Occident, avec un
climat agréable et la verdure. A co6té de Pétra, prés du désert sans eau et sans
arbres, et au climat étouffant, il redescend une vallée ou "le Siyagh" serpente a
travers les champs verts de blé et de "hautes herbes". Il se transporte d'un
monde a l'autre. "Ici, dit-il, a Pétra, je suis tout prés de I'entrée, a la porte méme
d'un autre monde (.....). Ailleurs la guerre dévore les hommes, assassins
honteux et maudites victimes, mais dans cette vallée vivent toujours les
esprits"®". Ces deux mondes sont celui de "l'assassin" et celui des "victimes".

Il constate que beaucoup de gens, dans les pays du Tiers-Monde, sont
morts faute d'une bonne éducation, de richesse, de bonnes conditions de vie et
de bonheur. "En réalité, dit-il, je ne suis pas optimiste. Ma vision du monde
d'aujourd'hui n'a rien d'idyllique “”". Ainsi, le monde qu'il décrit est violent. Il
aurait préféré ne "jamais étre né", car il subit toutes les étapes de l'existence
puisque la vie est détruite par la folie et la "saloperie". Gérard de Cortanze, son
interlocuteur, n'est quand méme pas d'accord avec lui puisqu'il confirme qu'il
"suffit d'un souffle d'air pour passer de I'amour a la haine, de la paix a la
destruction '*",
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chez Iui un plaisir évident a décrire les climats, les débris, les vents, les sables,
les chercheurs d'or, de souvenirs et de réve. Ainsi en est-il dans le "Trésor".

Le chemin de sa vie est tout marqué de la fuite de la vie civilisée. Il
cherchait la tranquillité dans le désert et chez les Bédouins, dont les habitants
de Pétra font partie, sauvages mais aimables, généreux et surtout heureux. Il I'a
cherchée aussi a travers la recherche du trésor et de I'or qui n'est pas un trésor
matériel mais plutot un souvenir, un réve. On peut dire qu'il I'a trouvée a Pétra.

Images politiques et historiques

Dans le "Trésor", 1'écrivain n'omet pas l'image politique, ou la guerre en
Irak est fortement présente. Marchant dans le sillage de ses aieux, sentant
méme leur odeur, en méme temps que les avions occidentaux bombardent
Bagdad et les autres villes d'Irak, il sent qu'il a un devoir humain a accomplir ;
c'est la condamnation de la guerre et le silence des sages. "Je pense a la
poussiére du désert, dit-il, sur la route de Bagdad. Le bruit de la guerre
recouvre le monde, et ici, il n'y a plus que le silence. La fureur des hommes
s'est retirée des montagnes et des vallées alentour, comme le sang d'une béte
qu'on égorge """ En fait, c'est & cause de la guerre, selon lui, que le monde va
se détruire.

Le Clézio porte un regard accusateur sur 1'Occident et décrit sa violence.
C'est pourquoi il se rappelle des événements qui se déroulent en Irak ou tout le
monde se rassemble pour attaquer ce pays. "C'est juste cet instant, entre la nuit
et le jour, il s'efface déja. Dans un instant les avions vont obscurcir le ciel au-
dessus de I'rak, ils vont lacher leur tapis de bombes '?". Ce mauvais tapis de
bombes et de mort montre la violence et I'horreur de cette guerre.

La question palestinienne et le conflit entre Isra€l et les Arabes sont aussi
présents dans cette nouvelle. Il mentionne la guerre qui s'est déroulée entre les
deux parties a laquelle le grand roi Abdullah et les Jordaniens ont participé. Les
Israéliens ont gagné cette guerre et les Arabes sont restés de l'autre coté du
fleuve, les yeux briilés par le regard triste du haut des falaises et loin de la ville
sainte. Aprés cette guerre il ne reste plus rien a part le silence impitoyable.
"Que reste-il aux hommes, dit-il, quand les guerres sont finies? Le silence,
comme aujourd'hui, sur le grand désert au sud de Bagdad, le silence qui serre le
ceeur des vivants et qui ouvre une fissure au cceur des pierres "',

Dans ['Etoile Errante, on voit d'autres signes sur ce conflit ou régnent la
mort, l'injustice et la tristesse : "Roumiya était une des survivantes de Deir
Yassin, dit-il. Le mari de Roumiya était mort la-bas, ainsi son pére et sa mere,
et ses beaux-parents ",
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Enfin, c'est le moment de la réalité, ou Le Clézio se réveille du réve et se
trouve en face du trésor, de la grande histoire. "Tout d'un coup, dit-il, je I'ai vu.
Le Trésor. La légéreté, la tendresse. La nouveauté. Une idée, mieux qu'une
idée, un réve. Couleur de nuage "'

Le Clézio imagine trés bien la liberté dans les espaces ouverts, les autres
civilisations et les déserts puisque leurs habitants y vivent dans la sérénité, loin
des villes et de la modernité ou tout le monde court aprés I'argent et le confort
matériel. Il a préféré la fuite, puisqu'il trouve dans le monde moderne une vie
agitée ou ne régnent que la violence et l'inquiétude. Cette liberté touche tout le
monde surtout les hommes dgés. "C'était au temps ou on n'égorgeait pas les
chevaux lorsqu'ils étaient devenus trop vieux pour servir, mais on les laissait
partir dans les montagnes, pour qu'ils rencontrent la mort dans l'ivresse de la
liberté ®". Le Clézio ne réve donc de trouver ni I'or ni le trésor mais la paix, la
tranquillité et la liberté. Pour lui, ces choses cherchées ne se trouvent que dans
I'amour de la vie et d'autrui. Et comme il associe le bonheur a la liberté des
habitants du désert, les Européens viennent pour l'anéantir d'une maniére ou
d'une autre. Marc Alpozzo souligne que "Le Clézio qui, trés tot, a choisi
I'écriture et le voyage, semble nous dire en substance, que seules la liberté et
l'errance seront sources du bonheur des hommes. Notre monde matériel fondé
sur le mensonge, la ruse et la violence, seront en revanche, leur perte O

Ainsi, le bonheur des personnages de Le Clézio semble loin du monde
moderne, il est dans le désert et dans la recherche d'autres civilisations. Dans
"Ici et Ailleurs", Marc Alppozo ajoute aussi que Le Clézio essaie d'accéder a la
liberté a travers la fuite, la désertion, I'harmonie et le voyage qui ne
connaissent ni temps ni espace.

Sayed Djamal et Mansourch Hedayati observent aussi que "Le héros
leclézien voyage et parcourt d'autres terres ou il rencontre des choses
n'appartenant pas a sa culture et cela définit les traits exotiques de son ceuvre.
Par la découverte d'autres civilisations, Le Clézio s'apaise et devient I'écrivain
du bonheur et de la liberté V",

La femme orientale est "bien" représentée par la fille qu'il a rencontrée a
Pétra. Cette fille, "jeune, mince et sauvage", maitrise la ville "des esprits". Sa
tunique noire, son voile, son visage sombre et ses yeux "jaunes" ont un éclat
surnaturel. Qu'elle porte le nom de Meriem, d'Ayicha, d'Hanné, de Samira ou
d'Alia, elle est la méme femme arabe qui porte la méme simplicité, les mémes
traits et la méme mentalité.

Les pages qu'il consacre au désert et au trésor sont parmi les plus belles
que Le Clézio ait écrites. Rares sont les livres qui n'y font pas référence. 11y a
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connait ces mots. Ils sont lourds, ils pésent sur ses paupiéres, ils font battre trop
vite son cceur. En dessous de lui, la vallée calcinée est solitaire, il n'y a plus de
fumées, méme les oiseaux se sont tus. Peut-&tre que c'est pour cela que son pére
est parti, un secret est parfois trop lourd a porter ‘.

A Pétra, ce village "des morts", notre écrivain y voit tout comme un désert
mort d'ou la vie se serait retirée. Rien que montagnes étrangéres, muraille
brilée, lumiére pale, roches qui ont les couleurs de la mort, odeur acre d'urine,
chose maléfique et surnaturelle. Mais il porte une grande estime envers cet
endroit ou I'Histoire est fortement présente a travers les tombeaux, les
amphithéatres, les sculptures, les maisons, les voies romaines et méme le
"Trésor". Cette estime se manifeste bien a travers ces lignes "J'ai le cceur serré,
j'ai du mal a respirer, parce que je suis entré dans un autre monde, un monde ou
les génies ont laissé leurs traces. Le temps n'est qu'un battement, et je suis tout
prés du voyageur, je marche dans son ombre ©".

Pour entrer dans cette cité, Le Clézio a été obligé d'emprunter le Sik.
Stupéfié par cette gorge étroite de plus de 80 meétres d'hauteur et d'1 kilométre
de long, taillé dans les roches, il est dans un réve. Celui-ci lui offre une
expérience exceptionnelle qui lui rappelle les voyageurs européens qui ont
décrit cet endroit, tout particuliérement le suisse Burckhardt qui a redécouvert
la ville rose (Pétra) en 1812. D'abruptes falaises, des couleurs étonnantes, des
formations rocheuses et des souvenirs se multiplient dans la description de ce
défilé merveilleux de Pétra. A l'extrémité de celui-ci, le voyageur découvre le
Trésor, en arabe, Al-Khazneh. "Cette expérience est a couper le souffle. Vous
vous sentirez minuscule a coté de cette imposante facade rose de 30 m de large
et 43 m de haut, taillée a méme le roc. Tombeau d'un roi nabatéen, elle a été
taillée au début du 1% siécle et témoigne du génie de ce peuple ancien pour la
construction ",

Dés son enfance, il découvre le désert a travers les livres de son pere et
ceux de Charles de Foucauld. Cette attirance fut, pourrait-on dire livresque et
verbale.

Apparemment Le Clézio connait trés bien Pétra a travers les livres qu'il
avait lus avant son voyage, surtout celui qu'il avait lu dans la bibliothéque de
son grand-pére a Zurich. Il a attendu avec patience cet instant pour découvrir le
"secret", le réve. Avant d'y entrer, son cceur bat trés fort, sa gorge devient seche
et sa vue brile. Il a di s'asseoir "sur une pierre" pour reprendre son souffle. Or,
il était ébloui et troublé devant cet endroit et cette histoire. Ce livre parle du sud
de la Jordanie, notamment de Kerak, Shaubak, Maan, Akaba, Wadi Moussa et
Syk.
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A travers la recherche des images littéraires orientales dans la premiére
partie et des images politiques et historiques dans la deuxiéme, nous essaierons
de savoir quelle est la vraie fortune (valeur) de ce "trésor" et de répondre aux
questions suivantes : Le Clézio a-t-il cherché et trouvé de belles images a Pétra
? Lesquelles? Et pourquoi?

Nous allons voir l'apport de celles-ci au "Trésor" que nous estimons une
nouvelle belle et remarquable par son gofit oriental.

Images littéraires orientales

Pétra, cette ville nabatéenne, est le plus précieux fleuron de la Jordanie.
Cette huitieme merveille du monde est une cité taillée dans la pierre par les

Nabatéens ingénieux il y a plus de 2000 ans. Elle a fleuri grice a son
emplacement stategique sur les routes du commerce de la soie et des épices,
reliant le Moyen-Orient, La Chine, 'Europe et 1'Inde, elle a fleuri.

Le "Trésor" de Le Clézio, qui est en réalité, un site archéologique, qui se
trouve a Pétra, en Jordanie, et que les Jordaniens appellent Al Kaznah, c’est-a-
dire le trésor, n'est qu'un édifice muet et vide d'argent, mais trés important au
niveau touristique et historique. C'est tout a fait pareil pour Le Clézio, car ce
"Trésor" n'est qu'une valise vide d'argent, mais pleine de souvenirs, de photos
et de papiers ou notes prises sur place lors de son voyage a Pétra. Résumant
cette nouvelle en quelques lignes, Le Clézio nous montre l'importance de ce
trésor. "Au fond de la valise, dit-il, il y a des papiers attachés par une ficelle,
des photos, des lettres. C'est cela le trésor, rien que des papiers et des photos.
Mais Samaweyn (personnage principal du "Trésor") est heureux chaque fois
qu'il souléve le couvercle, ses yeux brillent et son visage s'éclaire, et c'est pour
cela que les autres imaginent l'or et l'argent, ou les liasses de dollars "

Mais, comme "ce trésor avait a voir avec la survie ou la vie, avec I'homme
et son regard intense, avec la relation entre 'homme et la nature, avec un
mystére a laisser a sa descendance pour qu'elle finisse par le résoudre un
jour®" notre écrivain part pour Pétra pour chercher ce mystére. Comme il était
inspiré par le Mexique, il me semble qu'il 1'était également par Pétra, ses
montagnes, son désert, ses terrains vagues et son trésor. Christine Gallardo
remarque que " Les vestiges du passé éclairent en lettres écarlates le passage a
l'age adulte. Coeur brile et autres romances, de J.M.G. Le Clézio balade sa
tendre compassion des taudis du Mexique aux antiques cavernes de Petra .

Samaweyn, son amour et son secret enrichissent les textes de cette
nouvelle et font éclater le génie de la description chez Le Clézio. Trois images
se manifestent dans les lignes suivantes ou les mots d'amour, la solitude et
I'immigration imprégnent ce coin du monde. "Personne d'autre que lui ne
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Résumé

Dans cet article, nous avons essayé de voir si Le Clézio avait cherché et trouvé de
belles images a Pétra lesquelles et pourquoi? Dans la premiére partie, nous avons
souligné les images littéraires orientales et dans la deuxiéme nous avons traité les images
politiques et historiques dans lesquelles la guerre de I'Irak est fortement présente.

Nous avons trouvé que Le Clézio avait enrichi son récit "Trésor" par de belles
images orientales et qu'il avait fui 'Europe et la vie moderne afin de trouver la paix
ailleurs.

Ces images ont, en général, enrichi son récit ou I'exotisme oriental Iui a donné un gofit
spécial en y mélant des noms de personnes et de toponymes arabes.

Summary

In this article we tried to find the most sought after by Le Clezio to enrich
his story the "Treasury" images. In the first part we emphasized the Eastern
literary images and in the second we discussed the political and historical images
in which the Iraq war is strongly present.

I tried to find answers to the following questions: Has Le Clézio sought
about Petra's images and has he found them? What are the images? And why?

I have deduced that the writer found an oriental images in the historical site
which is considered a world wonder and he got a benefit from that visit to
produce that wonderful novel "Trésor" which named after Al Khazna "Treasury"

in Petra/ Jordan .

We found that the "Treasury" is a symbol of freedom and remember that Le
Clézio has sought to escape modern life and find peace.

These images have generally enriched his narrative where exotic oriental
gave it a special taste by mixing the names of people and places and Arab areas.

© Copyright 2014 by The Society of Arab Universities Faculties of Arts, All rights reserved
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Lynch (2006, p.47) indicated that Al-Jazeera is the Arab Fox news and voice of
new Arab public and Figenschou (2010) confirmed that Al-Jazeera is a voice for
the voiceless because it covers the forgotten stories in the world.

Conclusion

The emergence of Al-Jazeera news network and the new constellation of
Arab satellite broadcasters have created a new public sphere in Arab world and a
new atmosphere has contributed in promoting the freedom of press and
expression. Al-Jazeera has a key role in publishing the cultural and social
awareness between Arab people. And it is outlet for Arabs to express their views
and aspirations which seeking to achieve real reforms lead to stop the
authoritarian practices for Arab regimes. Al-Jazeera has become media power
effects on the Arab and international arena and the last events in Arab world
confirmed that the Arab mass media started to play a key role to encourage Arab
people to demand in democracy where Pintak (2008) confirmed on the
transformational power of the Arab media revolution.

In the end we can say that the events of Arab revolutions confirmed that Al-
Jazeera is an important power effects on political and social life in the Arab
world, where U.S. Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton said that the events of
Arab revolutions confirmed that Al Jazeera is gaining more prominence in the
U.S. because it offers "real news" and she confirmed that The U.S. is losing the
"information war" in the world because Al-Jazeera was "changing peoples'
minds and attitudes (Tomasky2011). While Walt (2011) stressed that Al-Jazeera
is the winner from Arab revolutions and Al-Jazeera with its round-the-clock
coverage put a lot of Western coverage to shame and Al Jazeera may have
emerged as an even more potent revolutionary force.
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figure confirms that Al-Jazeera supported People's aspirations for freedom and
democracy in Libya.

Table (5): The topics of news articles of the events of Libyan revolution in
Al-Jazeera’s Arabic website

The Topic Frequency Percent

The crimes of Libyan regime 15 19.7%
The corruption of Libyan regime 4 5.3%
The aspirations of the revolutionists 7 9.2%
The achievements of revolutionists 11 14.5

International reactions 16 21%

Arab reactions 6 7.9%
Other topics 17 22.4%
Total 94 100%

Table (5) shows the topics of news articles which published about the events
of revolution, we can note that Al-Jazeera’s news coverage focused on the
regime crimes against the civilian and reported the aspirations of the
revolutionists and their achievements during the military battles between them
and the regime forces where Al-Jazeera’s website published (42) news articles
on these topics. And the website published (4) news articles about the regime
corruption and the role of Gadhafi’s family in the looting of the Libyan people's
money. The topics of (22) news articles published in the website focused on the
international and Arab reactions and the human, social and health situations in
Libya and the role of international society in protecting the civilians.

The results of content analysis of 76 news articles published by Al-Jazeera’s
Arabic website confirmed that Al-Jazeera played a leading role in support the
effort of Libyan revolutionists to get their freedom and achieve the democracy
which call to achieve the justice and promote the human rights and equal
opportunity amony people and the freedom of expression as well as the right of
peoples to choose their governments and their representatives. During the
events, Al-Jazeera faced hard difficulties to report the events of revolution for
audiences in various parts of the world. Its cameraman Ali Al-Jabber killed by
the regime forces when he was documenting in his camera the crimes of Libyan
regime and three reporters from Al-Jazeera were arrested and their fate
unknown.

The news coverage of Al-Jazeera for the events of Libyan revolution proves
that Al-Jazeera is the voice for the Libyan revolutionists, Zayani (2008)
confirmed that Al-Jazeera the CNN of the Arabs and the voice of Arab world,
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news story and the number of articles was (11). These results confirmed that the
news coverage of Al-Jazeera‘s website for the events was very important and
aimed to put the event on the agenda of the Arab audience.

Table (3): The sources of news articles which published by Al-Jazeera’s
Arabic website

Sources Frequency Percent
Al-Jazeera’s resources 54 71%
Global agenesis 11 14.5%
International newspapers 11 14.5%
Total 76 100%

Table (2) showed that Al-Jazeera’s website depended on its resources in
reporting the events, where the reporters and correspondents of Al-Jazeera were
reporting the event on the ground moment by moment. And the results showed
that the resources of 71% from the total of the news articles published by the
website were Aljazeera’s resources. And the recourses of 29% from the total of
news articles were the global news agonies and international newspapers. This
figure confirms that Al-Jazeera reported the events of revolution as an unusual
event and covered the events under slogan “People make a revolution in Libya”
and this means that Al-Jazeera realized its moral role in reporting the suffering
of the Libyan people from the beginning of the revolution.

Table (4): The trends of news articles of the events of Libyan revolution in
Aljazeera’s Arabic website

The Trends Frequency Percent
Supported Libyan regime 1 1.3%
Not supported Libyan regime 21 27.6%
Supported Libyan revolutionists 34 44.7%
Not supported Libyan revolutionists 1 1.3%
Natural 19 25%
Total 76 100%

Table (4) showed that the trends of the content of most articles published in
Al-Jazeera’s website supported the Libyan people and their revolution and did
not supporte the Libyan regime. And the news coverage of the events depended
reporting the suffering of people in Libya and played important role to highlight
the crimes of the Libyan regime against the civilians. Al-Jazeera’s website
published (55) articles supported revolutionists while the number of news story
which published and supported the Libyan regime was (2) news articles. This
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Findings and Discussion
Table (1): The journalistic patterns were used by Al-Jazeera’s Arabic
website

Journalistic pattern Frequency Percent
News Report 68 89%
News analysis 5 7 %
Opinion 2 2.7%
Comment 1 1.3%
Total 76 100%

Table (1) showed that Al-Jazeera’s website published through the period
from 12 to 18 March 2011 (76) news articles about the events of the Libyan
revolution. This number from the news articles confirms the prominence of the
event and Al-Jazeera’s coverage was in-depth and comprehensive.The most of
journalistic patterns that used to report the events were news reports where the
website published (68) news reporters, were (89%) from the total of news
articles, and (5) news analysis were (7 %) from the total of news articles. While
the website published (3) news articles in other forms (opinion, comment) and
were (6.4%) from the total of news articles.

The average of news articles which published in the website per day was
around (10) news articles. This figure points out that the news coverage was
expanded and comprehensive and the event was the primary event for Al-
Jazeera.

Table (2): The prominence and placement of news articles in Al-Jazeera’s
Arabic website

Prominence and Frequency Percent
Placement
Lead news story 65 86%
Top news story 11 14%
Other news story 0 0%
Total 76 100%

Table (2) showed that the news articles published in Al-Jazeera’s Arabic
website about the events of revaluation occupied important placement and privet
prominence. The sites of news articles which occupied in the home page of the
website confirm that the event was an important and the first story during this
period. Where (86. %) from the total of news articles were lead news story and
the number of articles was (65). and (14. %) from the total of news were top
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o Topic of news article: to know the topics of news articles published about
the Libyan revolution, the topics were coded and the coding was based on
seven categories a) The crimes of Libyan regime b) The corruption of
Libyan regime c) The aspirations of the revolutionists d) The achievements
of revolutionists e)international reactions. f) Arab reactions g) other topics.

Agenda Setting Theory:

Agenda setting theory can be examined on two levels: the agenda of objects/
issues and the agenda of attributes. McCombs and Shaw posit that “issue
salience” transfer is the main objective of first level agenda setting studies. The
“issue” refers to the object on which the attention of the media and the public are
focused (McCombs, 2004 cited in Bashri 2008). Such issues or objects may
include public issues, political candidates, public institutions or competing
brands of goods (Ghanem 1996 cited in Bashri 2008). The research focus of
second level agenda setting is the transfer of “attribute” salience from media to
the public. Kisousis (2004 cited in Bashri 2008) and McCombs (1992 cited in
Bashri 2008) have defined attributes as “characteristics and traits that fill out the
picture of each object”. When it comes to media messages, attributes are also
referred to as a “set of perspectives or frames that journalists and the public
employ to think about each object” (Ghanem, 1996, p.17 cited in Bashri 2008).

Hence, the first level, the agenda of objects, is related to the transfer of
salience of issues from the media to the public and thus focuses on what the
public thinks about. The second level deals with the specific attributes of an
issue and how media coverage influences how the public thinks about a
particular issue.

Agenda-setting has evolved from a focus on media effects on the public
perception of the most important issues of the day to a theory elaborating a
hierarchy of communication effects. Its core is three levels of agenda-setting.
The initial two levels were introduced during the first decade of research. Level
three is recent. Evidence from the initial studies on this expanded view of
agenda setting supports the Network Agenda Setting Model. This theoretical
model asserts that the news media can bundle sets of objects or attributes and
make these bundles of elements salient in the public mind simultaneously(Guo
et. al 2012).
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the subject of the study for (1) one week and was keen to save the news articles
as html page every day online. The number of news article was (76) articles. The
research used this method to answer the main research question of study: what is
the role of the news coverage of Al-Jazeera’s Arabic website in supporting the
Libyan revolutionists and analysed the content of all news article in terms of
journalistic patterns, prominence and placement, as well as the topic and trends
of content in the news articles and sources of news articles.

The unit and categories of analysis

The unit of analysis in this study is the subject of the Libyan revolution
where the researchers adopted five analytical categories; they are journalistic
patterns, sources, the trends of news content, topics of news content and
placement and prominence of news articles. The researcher designed coding
sheet and coded the analytical categories as following:

e The journalistic patterns: To know what are the journalistic patterns which
were used in the news coverage of the Libyan revolution by Al-Jazeera
Arabic website, the journalistic patterns were coded. The journalistic
pattern coding was based on four categories: a) news report b) news
analysis c) opinion d) comment.

e Prominence and Placement: To test these terms, the prominence and
placement of the news articles about the Egyptian revolution the
prominence and placement were coded and the coding was based on three
categories: a) lead news story, which is considered to be the most important
news item, b) top news story, which is the next most important story c)
other news story, which is considered to be the least important news item.

e Sources: To test using the sources of information in reporting the Libyan
revolution by Al-Jazeera Arabic website, the sources of news articles were
coded and the coding was based on four categories: a) Al-Jazeera’s
resources, b) global agencies c¢) global newspapers.

e Trends: To examine the trends of the news content published by Al-Jazeera
website about the Libyan revolution, the trends were coded. The trend
coding was based on five categories a) Neutral b) supporting the Libyan
regime ¢) Not Supporte the Libyan regime d) Supporte the Libyan people ¢)
not supporte the Libyan people.
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from Al-Jazeera and called Qatari government to close Al-Jazeera but the Qatari
government refused the American demands (Parks 2009).

At the beginning of 2011, the events of Arab revolutions started and Al-
Jazeera emerged ageing through its news coverage and the observers indicated
that Al-Jazeera’s news coverage was unique and played a leading role in
supporting these revolutions.

Goals of study

This paper aims to examine the role of the news coverage of Al-Jazeera’s
Arabic website in supporting the Libyan people in their revolution against the
Libyan regime.

The main research question is: what is the role of the news coverage of Al-
Jazeera’s Arabic website for the Libyan revolution in supporting the Libyan
revolutionists?

The study aims to:

e To identify the average of news articles published about Libyan revolution
on Al-Jazeera’s Arabic website.

e To identify the journalistic patterns which were used in reporting Libyan
revolution by Al-Jazeera’s Arabic website.

e To identify the sources which Al-Jazeera’s Arabic website depended on to
report the events of Libyan revolution.

e To identify the trends of news articles published on Al-Jazeera’s website
about Libyan revolution.

e To identify the topics of news articles published on Al-Jazeera’s website
about Libyan revolution.

Method

The researchers used the quantitative content analysis, describe a specific
analytical method. This Method is used as research technique for the objective,
systematic and quantitative description of the manifest of communication.
Because the content of analysis is a method that aims to produce a ‘big picture’
(deleting trends, patterns and absences overlarge aggregates of text) it is used to
dealing with ‘message’ of the mass media (Deacon et. al 2007).

This paper relied on content analysis for the news coverage of Al-Jazeera’s
Arabic website; the researchers relied on collecting the whole contents related to
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In November 1996, Aljazeera started the broadcast from Doha in Qatar, its
funding from Qatar’s progressive Emir who offered an initial pledge of $140
million dollars to help launch and subsidize Al-Jazeera over a five-year period
through November, 2001, the channel airs news and current affairs 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week ( Pintak 2008). In 2001 Al-Jazeera launched its websites in
English and Arabic languages on the internet network. According to Wenden
(2005) Al-Jazeera’s website was the first mainstream Arabic news site free from
government censorship and control, and it promises a different and a new
perspective on global events.

Al Jazeera is considered that a unique experience in the Arab world where it
was the first Arab channel raises the slogan of press freedom and the opinion
and other opinion and it adopted the western press style in its coverage of the
events and talk show and panel discussions which appeared in the Arabic world
for the first time and it contributed to discuss issues that are considered Taboo in
the Arab world and that raises its popularity dramatically.

Al-Jazeera contributed through its serious programs such as “The opposite
direction” which enables for the first time the opposition parties in Arab
countries to deliver their voice to the masses through the platform of the
program. This program contributed for to putting Qatar in political crises with
Arab countries and arrived to the point of withdrawal of ambassadors and
missions of some countries from Qatar. In spite of the responses of these acts but
Qatar continued to ensure that it does not interfere in the work of the news
network and that it has no authority to prevent the freedom of press (Lynch
2006, p.76).

Al-Jazeera was able in a short time to enter the global news market and
challenge the international news networks and change the mapping of news
world (Zyani2008). The impact of Al-Jazeera was a big at the international arena
after its news coverage for the events of the war on terror in 2001. Al-Jazeera
became the first enemy for the U.S. government which described it as the TV
terror or Bin Laden TV when aired the tapes of Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin
Laden, through its news coverage of the events of 11 September 2001(Thussu
2006, p.192).

Al-Jazeera has become a military target for the U.S. military that destroyed
Al-Jazeera’s office in Afghanistan and arrested its reporter and camera man and
they killed its reporter in Baghdad when was covering the Iraq war in 2003
because Al-Jazeera played an important role in highlighting the crimes of U.S.
military against the Iraqi civilians. The American officials expressed their anger
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News Coverage:

The news coverage process is simply defined as information printed by
newspaper, broadcast by television and radio stations, or produced by
internet-based media to keep audiences abreast of timely event and
developments. The process of news is a distinctive category of mass media
content(Stoval 1998, 98) .News aims to tell us what we want to know, need
to know, and should know.

News coverage is current information made available to public-
information without which people content decide what to think or how to
act (Charnly, Mitchell 1975,6)

In sum and generally speaking news coverage may be defined as the
concise, accurate report of an event. It is the report of an event
development, or opinion that reporters and editors acting as agents for the
public , believe will interest some or a great many of those who receive it
(Shalabieh 2014).

Arab media and Al-Jazeera

Arab governments are keen to control on Arab media and employ them as
important tool to promote their control on people. The Arab media are official
platform for the Arab regimes and work to mislead the public opinion and do not
discuss the sensitive issue as the human rights and freedom of expression and do
not give the opponents of regimes chance to show up on the screens of official
televisions, broadcastings and write in the newspapers. According to Seib (2005)
the Arab governments use the media to control the public opinion. Lynch (2006,
p.53) confirmed that the Arab governments work to dominate on the visual
media and internet network and they imposed siege on them because they have a
big impact on the Arab public opinion.

Ayish (2002) pointed out that the Arab governments dominated the media and
operated it by ministries of information and the media organizations funded
exclusively from national budgetary allocations, and their employees were
viewed as part of public-sector bureaucracy where Limited transmission powers
coupled with poor production resources, and Arab governments were keen to
have inhibited the development of television into a major force of public opinion
formation. In the 1990s, the emergence of satellite television created a new
public sphere and led to start a new age of Arab media and the Arab world
started to feel that the freedom of press became to appear in the Arab world and
the Arab governments were not able to control the flow of news and information
and most of satellite channels were their broadcasting centres in Europe because
the Arab regimes did not allow them to work in the Arab countries (Ayish 2002).
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majority to make decisions. According to suggestions of Francis Fukuamay, a
former US State department official that Western socialites arrived to the
capitalist democracy which represents the final and highest stage of the
development of human political and economic institutes (Arblaster 2002, p.1). In
contrast, Arab people are seeking to achieve democracy in its meaning the rule
by the majority of people. So far, the scholars seek to answer on an important
question is why there are no Arab democracies (Diamond 2010).

Since decades, Arab people suffer from the rule of their authoritarian
regimes which governs with an iron grip hand where there are not free elections,
freedom of press, freedom of expression and human rights. In 22 Arab countries,
people are suffering from their regimes where there are regimes controlling on
the power since 30 years until now such as the Libyan and Yemeni regimes and
the Egyptian and Tunisian regimes which stepped down after 30 years from the
rule by the youth revolutions.

According to Diamond (2010) there are two key pillars of Arab
authoritarianism; they encompass the patterns and institutions by authoritarian
regimes which manage their politics and keep their hold on power, and the
external forces that help to sustain their rule. Diamond (2010) indicated that the
Arab states reinforce their authoritarianism through their techniques of
monitoring, rigging, and repression, and the Arab League has turned into an
autocrats’ club.

On 14 January 2011, the Arab people started their revolutions against the
authoritarian regimes. The Tunisian youth were able to topple the regime of
Tunisian President Zine El Abidine who has governed Tunis for 31 years. Then
the Egyptian youth started their revolution against the regime, and the revolution
led to topple the regime of Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak after 30 years at
his rule on 11 February 2011. Then on 17 February 2011, the Libyan people
have started their revolution against the regime of Muammar Gadhafi who has
governed Libya since 40 years but he has used the military power against the
civilians and killed more thousand to suppress Libyan revolutionists but they are
continuing in their revolution. News media has a leading role in supporting Arab
revolutions and many observers described the news media as a weapon in the
hands of revolutionists.
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During the events of the revolutions Al-Jazeera was an open platform for
revolutionaries and the opponents of Tunisia, Egyptian and Libyan regimes
which were the most of authoritarian regimes in the Arab world. The news
coverage of Al-Jazeera led the Egyptians and Libyan governments to prevent Al-
Jazeera from reporting the events, but they were not able to achieve this aim,
because Al-Jazeera has caught the attention of the revolutionists who support it
to be existed between them. Al-Jazeera was drawing a real image from the
beginning of the events and this image had a big impact on Arab and
international audience and has contributed to changing the reactions of
international organizations toward Arab people and forced the Arab regimes to
think in conducting serious reforms led to promote the democracy process in the
Arab world.

Al-Jazeera changed the path of the Arab media in the Arab world through
its programmes and news coverage of the Palestinian Intifada in 2000, the war
on terror in 2001 and Iraq war in 2003 where Al-Jazeera revealed the crimes of
Israeli and American armies against the civilians as well as the role of Arab
regimes in supportly in the Israeli and American policies ( Ayish 2002).

This paper examines the role of the news coverage of Aljazeera’s Arabic
website in supportly in the Libyan revolutionists through conducting content
analysis for the news coverage of Aljazeera’s Arabic news website for the
Libyan revolution during the period from 12 to 18 March 2011and will examine
the extent of Al-Jazeera’s contributions to highlighting the suffering of the
Libyan people during the days of the revolution and their dream's in achieving
democracy.

Literature review
The literature review submitted a brief idea about the studies which
discussed the reality of Arab media and the democracy in Arab world.

Democracy and the Arab world

The term of democracy comes from the Greek language. It is combining
two shorter words: Demos which means “the people” and kratos which means
“the power or rule” (Arblaster 2002, p.15). Democracy meant the rule by the
people or the majority but because the majority were also poor the democracy
meant the rule by poor (Arblaster 2002, p.15).

Today, the meaning of democracy has changed according to Oberg (2006
cited in Al-Jenaibi 2010) who indicated that the current meaning of democracy
has changed from its original Greek meaning that emphasis on people power
where today the democracy is understood as meaning the authority of the
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The news Coverage of Aljazeera’s Arabic Website for the Libyan
Revolution 2011 - A quantitative Content Analysis Study

Mahmoud Shalabieh and Mohammad Mahroum*

Abstract

This study aims to identify and to explore the news coverage of Aljazeera’s Arabic
news website for the Libyan Revolution of 2011.

The researchers used the content analysis method as a tool of the study to know
how this coverage was conducted through the monitoring and analysis of the news
stories which were published by the website regarding the events of the Libyan
revolution, and to identify the patterns which were used in this coverage and trends
which included.

The results showed that the website posted (76) news stories within one week and
using all journalistic patterns and the number of the news stories which were published
by the news website were (11) news story daily, and the content of this coverage
highlights the suffering of the Libyan revolutionists and focuses on the aspirations of
Libyan revolutionists and the successes achieved by them.

The major findings of the study revealed that this coverage focused on monitoring
the Arab and international reactions regarding the Libyan revolution and the
developments of the situation in this area.

Introduction

Al-Jazeera news network emerged again through its news coverage for the
Tunisian, Egyptian and Libyan revolutions. Some observers confirmed that Al-
Jazeera has a leading role in supporting the Arab youth in their revolutions and it
was one of the reasons which has contributed to encouraging the revolutions in
the Arab world.

Where the news coverage of Al-Jazeera played an important role in the
success of Cedar Revolution that ended Syria’s 29-year military presence in
Lebanon in 2005 and was a testament to the transformational power of the Arab
media revolution (Pintak 2008).

Key words: Libyan Revolution — Al-Jazeera news network - Democracy - Arab Media
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