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Abstract:

The issue of whether the Arabic language is divinely determined (tawqif) or a product of human
convention (istilah) has been a topic of discussion across various disciplines. Linguists, rhetoricians, and
scholars of Islamic jurisprudence (usul) have debated it extensively, leading to differing perspectives. The
significance of this research lies in examining how this debate influences jurisprudential rulings (furu’) and
how legal verdicts are affected by this issue. This is particularly important as jurists often present rulings
without explicitly referring to the foundational principles underlying them. This study addresses a key
question posed by many students: Does the debate around tawgif and istilah impact jurisprudential
rulings? If so, what are the levels and forms of this influence?

To address this, the research first outlines the differing opinions on the issue, presenting the arguments of
each group and identifying the most substantiated view. The main objective is then to enumerate the
jurisprudential rulings influenced by this issue. Each ruling is explained, and its preferred opinion is

clarified, demonstrating its connection to the broader linguistic debate.

The study employs an analytical methodology, systematically reviewing the opinions of jurists and
surveying verdicts across various legal domains. These findings are then analyzed in light of the tawqif-

istilah debate, with the strongest opinions highlighted in each case.

Key words: Linguistic determination, tawqif, istilah, jurisprudential rulings.
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