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“Yes, sometimes the wildest notion, the most apparently impossible idea, takes
such a firm hold of the mind that at length it is taken for something realizable. ... More
than that: if the idea coincides with a strong and passicnate desire, it may sometimes be
accepted as something predestined, inevitable, fore-ordained, something that cannot but
exist or happen! Perhaps there is some reason for this, some combination of
presentiments, some extraordinary exertion of will-power, some self-intoxication of the

imagination, or something else-I don’t know...”; Fyodor, Dostoyevsky, The Gambler,
Jessie Coulson(trans.), London, 1966, p. 128.
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