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Abstract

This article studies the stereotype claim that the Bedouins, i.e. People who
live in the desert, are the same of al-A‘rab, who are mentioned in the Qur’an
with negative connotation. The Qur’an refers to al-A‘rab as being ignorant
and not eligible to learn or understand the words and commandments of
God. During the time of the revelation of the Qur’an, the term A‘rab had
special reference in the Arab society. This concept usually referred to the
personal style and life environment in the desert. As for the Qur’an, and
after a detailed comparison and analytical study of this concept’s
connotation in the Qur’anic text, it is found that finds that the Qur’an
developed this concept into a new meaning, namely, a way of life and
thinking that is not always connected to the place itself, i.e. desert. Not
every Bedouin is A‘rab1 and vice versa. Al-A‘rab in the Qur’an refers to a
case that is not necessarily connected to the desert, but can be repeated
anywhere in the world and with many categories of people, regardless of
their languages, races or nationalities. Therefore, there is a huge difference
between Bedouins and al-A‘rab, especially in their eligibility to learn and
understand the commandments of God..
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