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Abstract: The research the imperative lam prefix (lam Al Amr) and its
function. It introduces a definition for it, its motion (haraka), its meanings as
required by its position, and its entry on the first, second and third person
pronouns. Moreover, it deals with the cases of omission of the imperative
lam prefix. The research previews the different grammarians’ views about
the imperative lam prefix and treats them with critical analysis in an attempt
to identify the soundest views.

http://www.alazhar.edu.ps/journal123/human_Sciences.asp?typeno=0
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The research arrives at certain conclusions; the most significant of which can
be summarized in the following:

The imperative lam prefix should be called as such; i.e. the ‘imperative lam
prefix; and not the ‘request lam prefix’ because its meanings serves both
request but also extend beyond request. The imperative lam prefix’s
syntactic motion is the kasra, yet it is frequently used with a sokoun when
preceded by the waw and the faa’. It is also possible to use the sokoun after
the word ‘thomma’ — meaning ‘then’ - although some grammarians object
this usage. The imperative lam prefix can precede the first, second and third
person pronouns, whether the verb is active or passive. However, in the case
of the active verb, the imperative form of the verb may replace the
imperative lam prefix in case of using the first person pronoun with it. In this
case, the imperative lam prefix is omitted together with the letter that
indicates the imperfect verb (fi’l mudari’) for lighter pronunciation and
frequent usage, and skipping using it in addressing and facing the others. It is
permissible to omit the imperative lam prefix, yet keep its function
unchanged in the verb form, the imperative verb (fi’l Amr), according to the
Basrieen, and not with the syntax of the omitted imperative lam prefix, as the
Kofieen suggest, even if its origin an imperfect verb (fi’l mudari’) which lam
and imperfection latter are omitted. The lam does not function when it is
omitted with changing the verb form. Thus, the Basrieen’s opinion in the
imperative verb (fi’l Amr) is more sound, which interprets the rule that
suggests that “the imperative verb (fi’l Amr) is subjunctive the same as its
imperfect form ((fi’l mudari’) is jussive”.
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