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Abstract:

The present paper is an attempt to answer the following
question: Are there any aspects of argumentation in children's
stories? Using a pragmatic approach, it will try to demonstrate
the techniques of convincing in narrative speech addressed to
children, as illustrated by the novel (A Tea Party in Cinderella’s
Palace) by the Saudi author Arwa Khamis. Although it is cer-
tain that argumentative techniques and tools in the discourse
addressed to children are limited in variety and depth, since
it keeps away from overwhelming logic and inference in ac-
cordance to children’s age and degree of maturity, this paper
will show that argumentation in children's stories is present
in different forms, most notably exploiting an audio rhythm
that attracts the child's emotions and feelings. This paper
also shows that argumentation in children's stories relies on
emotions and feelings and exploits a lexicon rich in phonemic
rhythm. Argumentation based on convincing with values, as
well as the semiotics of the image, will also show to be as ef-
fective for passing and affirming many ethical values. All such
techniques, it will be shown, would make children's narrative
not just fun, but also a means to expand children’s creativi-
ty and influence their mind, and support their determination
and their system of values.
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Keywords: Pragmatics - Argumentation - techniques - dis-
course - children’s stories.
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